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ELIAS N. KOUSSA etl 
ADVOCATE 1957 Lf obi 
— . L Ww a” 
Telephone 2416 s8\5 Ogu 
AIFA 15th Decembe~,. 1987. tae 
P.O. B. 16 verre 
The British Consul-General, wh CS : 
St. Luke's Street, 7 eh ent 
Heifa, “ 7 Qu, 


Dear Sir, we, ifr 


I heve the plensure to refer to your lette~ No.541f42 of the 
SOth July, 1957, acknowledgirg the veceips of my lette~ of the 24th 
enclosing a copy of my letter to the Minister of Justice, Jerusalen, 
on the subject of the bill now before the Knesset for the increase 
of the period of prescription in land matters from 10 to 50 years. 


I am enclosing a copy of the English trenslation of the 
Arabic memorandur of protest deted July fa, submitted by the Arab 
Advocates of Isrnel to the Knesset Legislative Committee on the same 
subject as well as a copy of my lettere of the Ist and Srd instent, 
to the Prime Minister of the Government of Israel and the General 
Secretary of the United Netions respectively. 


On the 26th ultimo, a delegrtion of Arab advocntes hed an 
interview with the Knesset Legisirtive Committee du~ing which the very 
Brave hardships which the Arsb farmers will suffer in consequence of 
the proposed increase of the prescriptive period were fully explained, 
The delegation strongly urged the Committee to insert in the bill 4 
e’ause snfeguanding the proprietary rights scquived prior to the pro- 
mutgntion of the bill if, contrary to the three guiding principles 
outlined in the explenetory note attached to the bill, the Government 
insisted on the contemmlated increase. The interview wes dissppointing 
and Giscoursging. The generel attitude of indifference of the Commit- 
tee made it amply evident thet the bill would be returned to the Knesset 
for enactment withovt ery amendment. 


It is resvectfully urged that Her Mp jesty's Government should 
use its good offices with the Government of Isruel to ensure the incor- 
porstion in the di11 of a clause protecting the proprieta~y rights which 
were acquired under the existing Lard Gode. In defnult of such inter- 
vention, the proposee incresse would become law anc the Arabs of Isre el 
would be deprived of a conside~eble part of their lanc&sehich ore the 
main source of their livelihood, meny becoming landless enc jobless end 
eventually constrained to join the Arab refugees on the borders. 


I esk you to be kind enough to trensrit this letter with 
enclosures to Her Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affsins 
for early consideration and such ection as he would deem expedient to 
forestall the impending blow to the economic life of the Arab minority, 
™he harm which the Arabs of +srael will sustain es a result of the 
Aincresse 1s primarily due to the negligence of the Pritish Ep ndatory 


| Administration which directed Lend Settlement Officers to devote all 


efforts towerd the completion of the settlement of the rights of owner- 
ship in respect of lands in which Jewish interests were involved, and 
left a considerable pert of Arab lends unsettleé. Hrd the Pelestine 
Government completed the settlement of the rights of ownership in res- 
pect of Ayrb Irnds, the proposed amendment of the lend law would not 
prejudice the rights of Arab lendowners living in Isreel, end in ell 
propebility the amendment itself would not have been proposed for it 
4s clear, beyong any shred of doubt, thet the bil ims at the teking 
away of a considerable area of Arab lenés. 





ELIAS N. KOUSSA, 
ADVOCATE, 
P.0.B.14, 

HAIFA. 


t 3rd December, 1957. 


Mr. Deg Hammerskjol¢, 
ex-Governmen* House, 
Jerusalem. 


Dear £47, 


You will, no doubt, wecollect thnt when you were Inst here 
in Jenuery, 1956, t sent you's telegram enumerating some of the many 
grievances, hardships end oppressions suffered by the Arnbs of Isreele 
I vegret to sey thet their nlight hese not undergone any tmprovement. 
The Goverrment hee not made eny rer] ond honest ef ‘ort to better their 
conditions. Anert fram an insignificrnt relaxation of trevel permits 
in Western Golilee, end © elight modi fiertion of the curfew regéletions 
in the Little Teirngle which were gut into force Inst July, the Arabs 

| of Isene’ sve etiil subject to militrey rule with its rccomenying 
inicuities, 


The Government {8 still pursuing a policy of impoverishment, 
By e variety of Cevices - erbitrrary, oppressive end unhumn - it hes 
stripped A~nb farmers and villegers of some 1,250,009 metric dunumas of 
egriculturel land. To validete this unprecedented usvrpetion, the 
Fneseet enratec the Acquisition of Lend (Valid»tion of Acts ond Payment 
of Compensrtion) Law, 1953, which deprived rgreieved ownerr even o” the 
right of recourse to the courts of lew estebliished by the Stete itself. — 
Contrery to their expectetions, this law did not mrk the end of Arab | 
spo’intion, A bill is now before the Knesset for the inerease of the 
prescriptibe period in lend matters from 10 to 50 yerrs thereby enebling 
the Government to grsb an edditionsl] ares of, at least, £50,000 metric 
éunums of Areb land rendering » further large number of Arab villegers 
lenélese end jobless, ‘very effort hee been made by the Arnab community 
to pereunde the Government rn¢ the Knesret to deaist from intwoducing | 
the contemplrte: chenge, or, alternatively, to insert in the new lew | 
e cleuse sefeguerding the proprictery rights thet have been required 
prior to the dete on which it will become ope~ative. I enclose a copy 
of the follow’ng correspondence on the subject from which you will 
realize the extent of the herm which will result to the Arab farmers | 
and villagers in consequence of this cruel provision:=- 


| 
| 
(1) English teensintion of the memornndum dated the 14th 
July, 1987, submitted by the Aveb edvocetes in Ierrel to the Legisirtive 
Committee of the Knesset, 


(Enric os fite) (c) My letter of 28rd July, 1957, to the Minister of Justive. 
(3) Wy letter of the Ist instent to the Yrime Ministers 


7) It 4s, I respectfully submit, the sncred duty of the United | 
if States to ensure thet the Aveb minowity in Isyrel should be treated 
with justice end thet their proprietary rights be edequetely eric ain 
If the United bations will not intervene, the arabs of 4srre] will be 
reduced, gredurlly but surely, to e pitiful stete of need ond poverty 
end will be forced to leeve the country end join the masses of Arab 
refugees. This is herdly in the interest of the peace not only of the 
Middle nst, but also of the whole world. 1, therefo-c, sk you to 
use yout good offices with the Government of Isrrel to ensure thet the 
scquirec proprietery rights of the Arab inhabitents of the country be 
not imprired by the proposed legislntion or by any other enactment. | 


Yours feithfully, 








FLIAS N, KoUSSA, 
ADVOCATE, 
P.0.B.14, 

HAIP’, 


1st December, 1957. 


The Honourable Prime Minister, 
Government of iarnel, 
Jerusalem, 


4s, 


Five months ago, you veceived, for the first time since the 
estrblischment of the “tete, the five Meped affilirted Areb Fnesset 
Members to breek to them the blissful tiding that the Government hes 
decided to ease certnin militery restrictions in force in the predo- 
minently Arab inhabited arens, ené to trie sore mepsuvres for the 
improvement of the conditions of the Arnb minority. fs fe gesture of 
the Government's good intentions, you ebolishec the need for permits 
for Galilee Arabs trevelling to Aere ond Snfed, introduced slight 
mocificucion of the curfew yweguletions in the Little Trinngle and 
promise: to open the Tive = Tawet Hekovesk - Tel Aviv wore, 


The five Arebd Knecsret members were heppy thet you hee rt lest 
egreed to mert with them, end were jubilant over the insigrificent, 
indeed, frivolous relaxetions which you considered expecient to announce 
in order, presumbly, to conceel the shattering blow about to be ed- 
ministered to Arab frvmers, For some inexplicrble reeson, they ref- 
veined from mentioning to you tne painful reality that the Government 
hes no honest and sincere intention to better the conditions of the 
Arab section of the populetion, enc that this is evident from the 
irrefutable fect that whe» you were telking to them end making suger 
Contec promises of cooperetion, development onc ell so-ts of economic 
eid, the Government was placing before the Knesset ep pill enabling the 
legel grabbing of extensive srers of eeviculturel lend from the same 
Arabs whose conditions you were promising to ameliovrte, Perhrpe, 
the Arad Knesset members did not then rerlize the immessurnble heom 
that would result to thety compatstota from the provision contrined 
in the Lew of Limitetions Rill, now before the Knesset, increasing 
the period of prescription concerning propyietary rights from 10 to 
50 yenra, They creme out from your office with the delightful 
impression thet the discussion which they hré with you veslly merked 
the beginning of a benevolent policy tow rd the ‘rabs of Isynel, Thet 
impression they endeavoured to impe-t to thet constituencies, many 
of whom were pe~suaded of the genuineness of the Government's decision. 
It did not, however, oerur either t> the Knesset members or to their 
Arab supporters thet you werr ehout to teke with your left hend much 
more than What your right hind had given or intended to ghyes They 
are ot present the victims of profound distllusionment, disappointment 
and embitterment. 


“he bill is unique in its oppressiveness en¢ unrighteousness. 
The Arab edvocetes in Isrnel have done ‘heim best to bring these 
vicious features of the bill to the notice of the Government, the 
Knesset rnd of the Jewish people, in end ont of Israel, They set 
out their views and representrtions ine memorandum, n copy of which 
is ettrchec, which wes widely distributed, notably to the Knesret 
members and to the local press, They sent # delegation to expound 
the matter to the legisintive Committee, to explnin the grave harm, 
loss and hardships which the bill, inevitebly, inflict on Areb frrmers, 
The Delegation strongly urgeé the Committee at the interview on the 
6th ult., to insert in the bill e clause safegu rding the rights 
ecquired prior to its promlgation. It stressed the fect that in 
countries where justice, equity, feirness and morality are the 
guiding prineiples of government such » cleuse if invrwinbly incor- 
porated in legislative ensctments, There is no repson why n similre 
cleuse should not be embodied in the bill since Isvnel claims to be 
guided by the sublime teachings of the Jewish prophets, It is e moot 
question whether these efforts would be fruitful. The nim is clery, 
end the Government is bent on its fulfilment. 








Insofar as the proposed incvense to 50 yeres is concerned, 


| 


2 
the bill has no precedent in any civilzed country or demooratic sta e, 
and Israel is oft proclaimed to be the bulwerk of democrecy and the 
destion of western ocivilzation in the Middle lisst, It will lead to 
usurpetion of et lenst 260,00) metede dunuma from Arab villrgess. The 
Government nas nlrerdy teken, by » variety of devices, some lim, 
wetric dunums of fertile lmnd from Arabs eatunlly living in Iserel snd 
ere citizens o” the State, vrend:wing thousends Irndless end jobless. 
It will slso ensble the Government to refuse to pry compensetion to 
the ownere of Inncd required in pursuence of the Acquisition of Land 
(Validetion of ‘ata ené@ Pryment of Compensation) Lew, 195° since the 
metority of the woners hbrve no registered title, end it will] be encum- 
bent upon they to establish thei~ weights of owne=ship in conformity 
bo the provisions of the bill, f,¢., they herve to prove thet they 
have been in continuous possession ond cultivetion of their reste ctive 
percels of Irnd for FO yerrs, At is thus obvious thet fre from impro- 
ving the conditions of the rnb of 4arnel, the Government is, in fact 
end truth, intensifying it: polfey of oppression, of impove ~Ashment 
ene of ultimete expulsion in direct contradiction of your promises to 
the five Yoont on? llicted Avwrh Knesset members, 











‘Mr. Prime Ministe=, when the Ireqi Government ennoted e lew 
seizing the property of Irani Jows who yenov ced thete Ierot me tionality 
for the purpose of immigratiny to Isrrel, the Jewlsh people at lInrge, 
the Governnert of Isvrel, the Knesset snd the lornl Press were go infu- 
rinted thet Yr. ‘oshe Shavrett stood in the Knesset rnd led the temerity 
of descrtbing the Irnqi eet ne "stetutayy wohbowy® . Migs desestiption 
would most fittingly roply to the bill if enveted in its present form, 
the 4-qqi lpw nffested the property of the I=nai4 Jews who lett the 
country to sestle in Isrvel, It did not apply, in »ny form whatever, to 
the property of the Jews who vecrined in Iraq, he confisertton envie 
gage? by the Irrgi law 1y not disgzimils~ to the seizure by the Govern- 
ment of lurrel of the property of pny Iarneli Areb who cepr~tes, for 
good end all, from Isw +l to an Arab “tote, Thewr fe, however, this 
greet Gifverence between the Ireqi law ond the Iswrelt bill, Hhite 
the formex npolied to the property of the Jews wh resolved to als- 
connect nll +21 tfons with Ivac, to berome citizens of Isewel rnd owe 
ollegicnee n¢é loyrity to the Stete of Iseeel, the latter in intended 
to legully rob the Arab cit ns who heve no desire of leaving their 
fetberlond, «né who ave anx a tas le down peraefully and to 
identify their fete ond destiny wltu the fate “nd destiny of the State, 
of mn trerendsus a of thei- lnn’s, the lends which they on@ thelr 
forfathers possesvec, ploughed, cultiveted for genevations beceuse 
the lencs ore not recistered and beesuse the Avreb owne~s ennnot, under 
existing circumst:nees, produce sastisfectory evic ence establishing their 
continuous possession and cultivation for £2 yeres na requived by the 
pill. This, I submit, Le legal robhery prr excellence. 





























For the lest 10 yeers you have been, “iv, heranguing the vorld 
thot Isrrel 4s desirous of living im pence and ‘friendmhip with its Arab 
neighbours, A few deys rego you reitersted this desive before a groun of 
French journalists, I sk whether you really believe that legisintive 
enrctments of tue kind, taken by the Government to the utter prejudice 
ané Cetriment of the kith end kin of Isyrnel's Arab neighbours is likely 
to crerte ony feeling of confidence end trust in the honesty and sin- 
cerity of lerrelts feclnration. If you do, no wonde~ thet the prospects 
of perce are cro gloomter end gloomier and the wll of enmity nnd 
hotved between Isvrel ond the Areb Strtes stronger nnd atrongere 

» 





I_wish to pssure you, Maz, Prime Minister, that I heve not one 
inch of lpréd whict will be affected by this notorious bille In rddres- 
sing you thie memorendum I em promptec by one single motive, to wit, 
to ensure thot justice, bibkicel justice which you nre so fond of 
quoting, is done to my kinsmen, the Arubs of “srrel, in the seme menner 
end to the same extent as it is one to the Jewish citizens. The Arsbe 
of Iersel esk for no advanteges, for mo concessions, nor for privilezes 
They demnnd justice, fair treatment and equality of citizenship, T 
sincerely hope thet the Government will reconsider the bill, snd 
either meintein the present period of pprescription of 10 years, br, 
eltern tively, insevt ther@tn a clause sefeguarding #11 proprietary 
rights saecquired prior to its enectment. 
Yours faithfully, 


EeN-KOUSSAs 


I 


TRANSLATION OF /PABIC 





HAIFA, 14th July, 1957. 
The Honoureble 
Chairmen end Members of the Legislrtive Comeitter, 
r Ls 


The a Jerusalem, 


Gentlemen, 


The Government hes published © bill emending the lsw of pres- 
ceription in land ections and in civil suits. We understend that the fire 
vending of the bill was completed a few drys ago, ond thet the bil) hes 
been referred by the Knesset to your Committee for considerstion, 


We hLeve reed the bill end found thrt it provides, smong other 
things, for the increase of the period of prescription in Innd ections 
from 10 to 50 yerrs, end for its reduction in civil mitters from 15 to 
7 yeurs. The proposed incrense of the period of preseription in lend 
eetions will detrimentelly prejudice, to n considerrble extent, the 
rights end interests of » large section of the Areb lend owners, persnn:: 
end cultivators, especisliy in the villages where the rights of ownership 
heve not yet been settled. The bill, 1 promilgeted, would spply to #1) 
lends that have not been declered settlement sarees os well oa to #11 
londe so declared but where the settlement proceedings have not been 
completed whether the lands ere or are not registered in the officir1 
lnnd registers. Heving carefully considered the terms of the bill, we 
nre constreinec to say that the purpose of the amendment rel: ting to 
lend procecdings 1 vicently, to fecilitrte the continuance of the 
operetion of Gispos sing the ‘rnbs of their sgriculturel Innde, of 
impoverishing them, of dispersing them and of forcing them to quit the 
country. 






To enable your Committee to renlize the extent of the herm thr 
will result to the Arabs in eomsequence of the propos! emendment of th- 
period of prescription in land mtters, we woul? invite your attention 
to the following feete:- 


(1)Avticle 29 of the Yttorman Lend Code wideh is still in 
force in Isrrel, provides thnt the sactunl posvessor of a lend belonging 
to snotherageinst eny Gisturbance, whether “he lnnd is registered om 
not in the neme of thet other, snd ensbles the former to continue in 
eceupstion of the land unmolested provided he hre been in undisputed 
possession nnd eultivetion of the Innd for © period not leas then 10 
yerrs prior to the institution of en rection by the owner to ~ecover the 


lend. 

(2) Article 73 of the sforesri¢ Code entitled the posvessor 
of e lend not registered in snother's name, to hrve the lend registered 
in his own newe if he proved that he hed been in undisturbed ocaupetion 
and eultivetion of the lend for » simtl:~ period. 


(3) On the promulgetion of the Land “ettlement Ordinance, it 
became possible for the possessor to hove the Iend registered in his 
neme even if it were registered in the nome of nother on the conditior 
that he teblishes to the antisfaction of the Lend Settlement Officer 
thet he had been in undisputed continuous possession ond cultivation of 
the lend for a period not less then 10 yerrse 


(4) The rights of ownership in respect of the grentest pert 
of the lend within the State were settled end registered in the nemer 
of the cloiments who established thet they hed continuously possessed 
end eultiveted thei~ respective porcels for the rforesrid prescriptive 
period of 10 yenes. ‘Thousands of ecleims were determined during the 
Mondetory Administretion ond since the birth of the Stete on the desis 
of this period of prescription, 


(5) There ave mny Arab villages in Gelilee where the right 
of ownership have not been settled elthough the lnrg Pert of the 
lends of these villeges have been declered settlement srens, If the 
bill is enscted, the Land Set*lement Officer will be bound by its pros 
visions, and to si cd in his cleim for ownership and registration of 
the lend in his name » cleiment mst prove thet he hed been in uncis- 
pores poesetdon wend cultivation of the lend for o period not less then 

yeors, In default, the lund would be registered in the nome of the 














a 


renl owner who had neglected it for » considerrble length of time, or 
in the name of the Government, es the corse may be. 


(6) Before the enactment of the Lend Settlement Ordinence, 
the possessor of p land belonging to another could not institute legnl 
proceedings for its registration in his nawe, In such instances, lepre 
of time iu not escquisitive, It is simply prescriptive, f.e., it pre- 
vents the courts from enterteining a cleim to the land by the owner. 
This is why the nctuel possersor referined from anplying to the com- 
petent court for an order directing the registretion of the lend in 
his neme, Simrilerly, no epplication could be mde to the Innd Settle- 
ment Officer unless the villege lends of which his plot forms pert brs 
first b @eclored e set'lement aren nnd the preliminary form lities 
for the ancceptence of claims have been completed, 








(7) The possessors of unregistered lnnds, ori nowily 
termed "State Land" heve been pathently swniting the declrration of 
their village lands a settl ment eren, to ennble them to apply to the 
Lend Settlement Officer for the registretion of their Irnd in their 
respective nemes. They hove, h‘ttherto abstrined from applying to the 
civil courts in order to mvoid the peyment of excessive court fees 
ané exorbitant advocnte's remunerstions. 


(8) Most of the lnnds in Gnlilee are not recorded in the 
officinl lend registereg The owners have no t'tle-ceeds, and rny 
title deed which an owner mey hold would be Ottomn and unssbhisfactory 
becnuse of its ambiguity and vaguenss both ns to boundaries end nrepe 
In the mjovity of cases, the Ottomn title deeds mention undefineble 
doundaries and an even mich less then the eoturl erer possessed and 
cultivated by the holder of the title deed, Moreover, the officinl 
lind registers of Nagereth end Acre which contetned veristretions 
relsting to the lends in Gelilee, were taken out of the country in 
1948, ond it is impossible to obtnin extrects therefrom for produrtion 
before the Lend Settlement Officer who hes, therefore, no rlternetive 
but to consider the lands unregistered end determine the rights of 
ownership on this besis. 


(9) It 49 on estBblished fnet that nm large number of the 
Arab yeesents snd cultiveteés have opened, developed, ploughed end 
cultivated extensive areas of lend, and have been in undirputed 
possession thereof for very long period without registering snwe in 
their noms, In numerous cases trees were planted, buildings evected, 
wells dug ond spnreciable improvements carried out, The Innd bas 
become the source of their livelihood. 


Tne eforeseid fects show thet the proposed legislation 
will apply to ell unregistered lend es well ns to the rea no former 
or cultivetor eetunlly possesses in excess of the registered aren 
apperring in bis title deed, if he holds a title deed. Should the 
present limitetion of the prescriptive period to 10 yenes remin in 
force, ond settlement operations begin in ell villsgss thet have not 
yet been settled, 1t would be possible for the possessor to prove his 
title by orel evidence, end the Lend Settlement Office~ would be bound 
to recister the lend in the claiment's nome, Naturelly, the production 
of evidence to establish possession for 10 yenrs is quite fensible 
because there are mony contemporary farmers who know the foots end 
cen give trustworthy evidence. But now thet most of the village elders 
heave either left the country or are dead, it is difficult to find 
witnesses who ore rt least 70 yerrs of oge to testify truthfully thet 
the claimant has been in undisputed possession end cultivation of the 
land for s period not less then 50 years, The bill raises, there fore, 
on insurmountable Spade aly f preventing the establishment of the 
prescriptive period, ond will, inevitebly, lend to the frrmer's for- 
feiture of bis lend even though he might heave plented it with trees 
which ere more then 50 yerrs old am it is dificult to estimte 
correctly the age of trees, other than olive trees. 


The legislgtive authority of oll demoerntic nd civilized 
Sta inveriebly incorporstes in bills of the kind » provision ex- 
pressly guorenteeing the ecquired rights of the citix + Itisn 
motter of profound regret thet the bill now before the Knesset does 
not contein a safeguarding clause to protect the rights of She Arab 


“ at Ee ie (iby SE 






« $ e« 


CITIZENS TO THE LANDS WHICH THEY HAVE ACQUIRED BY PPESCPIPTION, The 
omission of such a preservatory provision will, undoubtedly, result 
in the loss of extensive nrens of ngriculturn] land belonging to many 
trad farmers end cultivntors. It is neither just nor human thet the 
Knesset should deprive them of the fruit of theie labrious efforts 
during the pest long yeers for no apparent reason other than the 
desire to st-ip them of thei- lends and thei> fathe-e' lenis. 


The bill unmesk flagrant discriminstion of unprecedented 
mature, While the rights of ownership rnd pos= on in the grentest 
pert of the country, cLally in respect of land owned, poseesset, 
and cleimed by Jews, were determined on the besis of the prescriptive 
period of 10 years, the bill 4s now being put forward to operate in 
respect of the Innds belonging to Arabs in order to strip them thereos 
ené to drive them out of the country, The Arnab citizen who hrs not 
lost his land under the Acquisition of Lend (Vnlication of Acts and 
Peyment of Compensntion) Lew, 1953, the Absentee Property Lew, or 
under the many ot laws enscted for this purpose, now finds hirself 
liable to lose his lend urder the bill. 














The dill reducen the period of preaceiption in respect 
of privete clnims unrelated to land, such ss lonns, debts end other 
civil mtters, but it surprisingly increrses the period fivefold in 
relation to proprietary rights end utterly disregards the rights 
elready scquired uncer the existing law as well na nll other rights 
releting to or arising from the acquired rights, Unter the bill, 
an Areb who hes opened, Ceveloped end work p plot of weste lnnd 
49 years, rendered it cultivable and planted it with trees which 
eve f-utiful, will forfeit the lnnd to the Government together with 
611 edditions thereto end the lsbour, expense and trouble he had 
undergone to revive the lnnd simply because he is nn Arab. And if 
the Arab owner erected mn buileing on the lon? 10 yenrs ago nnd con 
tinued in occupation of the land and building without disturbance 
he will likewise forfeit the lend «nd the building even though he 
he@ been fn aontinuous oecupetion of the lnnd for some 49 yerrs just 
becnuse he is en ‘rab, 








We, the undersignes Arab advocates, strongly protest 
ag inst the provisions contained in the bill ~egerding the inereese 
of the period of prescription in lnnd rections to 50 years, This 
increese is oppressive, discriminctory and highly hermful to the 
rights end interests of the Arnb fi rme~s ond cultivators. We demand 
that the existing lew shoulé be mointeined unchanged, If, however, 
the proposed emendment is deemed indispensable, we strongly urge 
thet exprese provision be incorporated in the bill safeguarding the 
rights acquired by the fermers, cultivotors nnd lmnd owners prior to 
the enretment of the bill, 


While trusting thet your Committee will give the nbove 
representations enreful consideration, nn¢ will ensure the sefe- 
gunréing of required tights in conformity with the dittetes of true 
democracy snd reel humenity, we ask for pn enrly interview to enable 
us to amplify our views and to clerify eny ambigvity appemring in 
this memorandum of protest. 


Yours resp etfully, 

(Sgd) Elias Kousse Advocate, letfe Sed) Mohd, Niwr Hawnry, Nezareth. 
Mehmoud Mady “ * Tewfiq Mu'ammear bad 
Eanne Neqosyre * * Husny 'Ubeid Zu'by " 
Jnmeel Khoury . ere Khelil /pboud s 





The Chancery, 
British Embassy, 
ZEL_AVIY. 


WITH THE COMPLIMENTS OF 
The Acting Britigh 
de Masse CONSUL-GENERAL ip 


Encl, : Copy of a note receiv 
from Mr, E,N, Koussa 
dated August 29, 1957. 


Ref. : Haifa compliments slip 
of August 20, 1957, 


FQ INPORMATION. 


BRITISH CONSULATE-GENERAL. 
HAIFA, 


September 2, 1957. 


o 

Israel has incorporated in ita statutes a provision charac- 
teristic of colonial laws, empowering the Government to refuse a pass- 
port to a citizen without disclosing reasons, The Passport Law, 1953, 
vests the Minister of Interior with absolute discretion either to issue 
or refuse to issue, and even to cancel, a passport, The freedom of the 
citizen to move to and fro his country, a principle time-honoured in all 
democratic states, is in Jeopardy, xt is subject to the caprice and 
bias of the Minister, and no court can question his decision, 


I am an Areb citizen, Although I had ample opportunity to de- 
art I chose to remain in the country believing that Israel will be a 
democratie state, Because of my consistent criticism of the xeno- 
qigeis policy of the Government, of my relentless denunciation of the 
quities which the Arabs of Israel suffer, and of my continuous struggle 
to move the conscience of the democratic world to bring pressure upon the 
Governiwnt to treat these Arabs on the basis of complete equality of 
citizenship and to eliminate the many injustices and hardships inflicted 
upon them = because of these innocent and democratic activities, my 
freedom of movement has been seriously curtailed, I have been prevented 
from attending a Catholic Mass and baptism in an Arab village in the 
military area, from taking part in the funeral of the mother of the 
Mayor of Nazareth and from condoling with the bereaved family, and also 
denied a passport to travel to Canada to see my son and relatives; to the 
United States to attempt to found a Christian Pund for the welfare of the 
Arabs of Israel, and to go to some Arab countries to see my brothers, 
sisters and relatives, 


I appealed, unavailingly, to the Minister of Interior urging 
that the withholding of the passport was unjustified as I am a law- 
abiding citizen, and although my political attitude has been one of 
continuous criticiam of the policy of oppression, humiliation and 
impoverishment which the Government persistently purgues against the +/Big 
Arab minority, I have never conducted any subservise’ activities or under— 
ground movements against the state, I further stated that should the 
Government be averse to my visiting the arab countries, or to the founda- 
tion of Lhe Christian Fund, 1 would drop thc two projects, I asked the 
Minister to mention the reasona justifying the rejection of my application 
to enable me to apply to the High Court of Justice for an order directing 
the grant of the passport. The Minister rejected the appeal and refused 
to state the reasons, 


2S _THIS DEMOCRACY ? 





T entertain no doubt that the Minister’s decision is intended 
to be a punishment for my political conduct, He cannot honestly deny 
this fact, And he cannot show any reasons other than my opposition to 
the Government's policy of oppression, discfimination and prejudice 
against the arabe of Israel, to the widemocratic and unhuman treatment 
which it metes out to these arabs, The hostile measures of which the 
Arabs of Israel have been complaining, without avail, are too many to 
enumerate. Suffice it to mention the taking away of about 1,250,000 
metric dunams of their agricultural lands, rendering thousands of 
laborious Arab farmers landless and jobless: the non—-settlement of some 
35,000 displaced arabs many of whom live in habitations unfit for animals 
and whose villages were demolished in flagrant disobedience of the 
aecisions of the High Court of Justice directing their return to the 
villages and the restoration of their properties; the military rule 
with its concomitant evils, In my struggle against these and many 
other injustices and oppressive devices and in my effort to clarify 
the truth about the Arab minority lies the real reason for the rejection 
of my application for a passport, 


In the circunstances, I have no alternative but to appeal to all 
conscientious peoples, Jewish and non-Jewish, in and out of Ierael, in 
particular those who really believe that Israel is "the bulwark of demo- 
cracy in the Middle East", against the undemocratic decision of the 
Minister of Interior, I ask them to exercise their influence with the 
Government for the grant of the passport to enable me to visit my only 
Son who is studying in Canada as well as my relatives there, 


(se4.) sl. KOUSSA, 
Haifa 29th August, 1957, 


ELIAS N. KOUSSA 
Advocate 

P.O.B, 14, Haifa, 

17th August, 1957. 


Mr, E,N, Koussa presents his compliments 
to the British Consul-General, Haifa, and has 
the pleasure to transmit, for the information 
of the Consul-General and such action as he 
may consider expedient, a copy of his letter 
to the Prime Minister of the Government of 
Israel regarding the refusal of the Police 
to issue him with a permit to travel to 
Nazareth for the purpose indicated in the 
aforesaid letter, 

Mr. Koussa would be grateful if the 
British Consul-General would favour him with 
an acknowledgment of receipt. 


ELIAS N, KOUSSA 
Advocate, 

P,0,B,14, Haifa, 

17th August, 1957. 


The Honourable prime Minister, 
The Government of Israel, 


Jerusalen, 
Dear Sir, 


If there is any need for additional evidence to prove 
that the military rule is preserved for the purpose of 
oppressing and humiliating the Arab inhabitants of the country, 
this has been provided by the refusal of the Police to grant 
me a permit to travel to Nazareth to participate in the 
funeral of Mrs, Jarjoura, the mother of the present Mayor 
of the town, 


I applied this morning to the Police officer on duty 
in the Haifa Police Headquarters for the permit and explained 
to him the reason why ¥ wished to go to Nazareth, He 
rejected my application although I am a lawrabiding citizen, 
I enquired whether there was in the office any senior police 
officer to whom I could speak about the matter, He said thet 
he was responsible and that he was not prepared to issue the 
permit. I suggested that he sheculd ring up Mr, Kramer who 
ordinarily deals with the issue of travel permits and seek 
his instructions, He refused, 


The Government alleges that the military rule of which 
you are the architect, is necessary for the security of the 
State, But it is aifricult to see how could my going to 
Nazareth to my last respects to a deceased woman and to 
offer my condolences to the bereaved family undermine the 
safety and stability of the State, 


I am sending a copy of this letter to the local press 
and to many Jewish and foreign political personalities so 
that Aes 4 may determine for themselves how much confidence 
should the Arabs put in your statements about peace, the 
relaxation of the military rule and the bettermmnt of the 
treatment meted out to the arabs of Israel, and also whether 
Israel is really the mech trumpeted bulwark of democracy in 
the Middle East. 


This letter is neither a complaint nor a request for 
any favour or concession, It is intended to place on 
record a further instance of unhuman conduet on the part of 
the Israeli authorities, I am an Arab and must bear, with 
fortitude, my share of the oppression, humiliation, dis- 
erimination and prejudice suffered by the Arabs of Israel. 


Yours faithfully, 


(Sgd.) E.N. KoussA, 


. S40; ; 


? 
/ ELIAS N. KOUSSA "a 
ADVOCATE WA vol bS ob 
Telephone 2416 io 
HAIFA line 
<< 17th August, 1957. = ae 


Mr. E.N.Koussa presents his compliments 
to the british Consul-General, Haifa, and has the 
Pleasure to transmit, fo~ the information of the Consul- 
General and such action as he may consider expedient, a 
copy of his letter to the Prime Minister of the Govern- 
ment of Israel regarding the refusel of the Police to 
4ssue him with a permit to travel to Nazareth for the 
purpose indicated in the aforesaid lette-, 

My, Koussa would be grateful if the British 
Consul-Geneval would favour him with en acknowledgement 


of receipt. 


ELIAS N. KOUSSA vl 
ADVOCATE Lf oli 


Telephone 2616 TENS Oil 


HAIFA 
Bea 1%th Aupust, 1957, eee 


The Honourable Prime Minister, 
The Government of Israel, 


Jerurelem 


Dear fir, | 


If there is any need for edditional evidence to prove thet the 
militery rule is preserved for the purpose of oppressing ant bumi lfe ting 
the Arab inhabitants of the country, this hes been Provided by the refuse) 
of the Police to grent we a permit to travel to Nazareth to participete 
in the funernl of ‘rs. Snrjour , the mother of the present Mayor of the 
towne 


I applied this morning to the Police %fticer on duty in the Heife 
Police Headquarters for the permit emf expleine?+ to him the rcevon why i 
wished to go to Nesareth, He rejeated my appliention although I ame lew 
abiding citizen. I enquired wheter there was in the office any senior 
police officer to whow I could speak about the mtter, te said that he 
Wes responsible and that he was not prepnyed to issue the permit, 1 
sucrest @ that he should ring up %, Krawer who ordinsrily denle with ‘he 
issue of trovel permite en? seek his instructions. He wefuned. 


The Government alleges that the militnry rule of which you ere 
the arehitect, 1s necesseury for the security of the State, But it is 
difficult to see how aould my going te Nezareth to pay my last respects 
to a deaensed woman and to of er my condolences to the berenved family 
undermine the sefety end stability of the State. 


I em sending e copy of this letter to the local press and to mary 
Jowish spd foreign political personalities so that they my determine for 
themselves how meh confidence should the Arabs put in your statements 
about peece, the relaxation gf the militury rule and the betterment of 
the treatment meteé out to the Arebs of Isreel, end ebe whether 1 
is reelly the mich trumpeted bulwerk of democracy in the Middle net. 


This letter is neither s compleint nor « request for any feveur 
or concession. It is intended to plaee on record a further instanee of 
unhumen eonduet on the part of the Israeli suthorities, I.em an Arab 
and mast bear, with fortitude, my share of the ham! lietion, 
Giccriminetion and prejudice suffered by the Arabs of Isr cl. 
fpithfully, 


OP? 






S4I/e \ 
ELIAS N. KOUSSA, 
ADV OCA, 


P,.O.B. 14. 
@ HAIFA. . 


Sth August, 1957. 


Mr. Ted R. Lurie, 
Jerusalem Post, 


Jerusalem, 


Qa 


I have your letter of the 7th instant. 


I do not wish to indulge in any exchange of fruitless 
accusations and recriminations, ‘he second paragraph of letter. 
is consistent with the attitude of the Government and other Jewish 
bodies and individuals who consider every statement of truth relating 
to the real treatment of the Arab section of he population as slander 
and disparagement of the State. ‘the realities of the situation are 
so flagrean conspicuous that no effort on the part of the Government 
and its stooges can possibly distort then. 


Howyer, what is of at interest and importance to the 
Arabs of Israel is the last agrph of your letter stating that you 
you have been informed that “it is the policy of the government to 
permit any Israeli Arab who wishes to sell his property here and 
emigrate, to do so, and insofar as the sums olved are not so large 
as to "break the bank”, then they are convertible into hard currency". 


Unhesita I say that the information given to you 
is wholly unfounded, and, eed, misleading. No drab is allowed to 
out with him more than £20. Any additional sum must be deposited 
a dank in e “frozen account", which will become absentee proper 
thin the meaning of the Absentee Property Law, 1959, as soon as 
Arab crosses the borders te an adjacent Arab country where the Arabs 
of Israel emigrate. If the aforesaid information was given to you by 
the Government, it is not surpr Decause it is in line with the 
planned policy tp distort ev: concerning the Arab minority. 


Let the Gevernment make an announcement in the terms of 
the information communicated to , if it be correct, and the Arabs 
of Israel will commence to Taguida te their ties, es and 
imnovables, and their businesses and depart peace. I assure you 
that the fortunes of the Israeli Arabs will not break the National 
Bank of Israel. 


Dear Mr. Lurie, 


s Bg 





‘ai ly, 


Cc to= 
od the British Consul General, 


Haifa. 


S4i/2. 
ELIAS N, KOUSSA 
' {O87 


HAIFA. 
(P.0,Bel4). 
24th July, 1957. 
Mr. E.N. Koussa presents his compliments to 
the British Consul-General at Haifa, and has the 
Pleasure to enclose, for favour of transmission to Her 
Majesty's Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, a 
copy of his letter to the Minister of Justice, Govern- 
ment of Israel, on the subject of a bill now before 
the Knesset providing for the increase to the period 
of prescription in land matters from 10 to 50 years, 
thereby facilitating the usurpation of an additional 
extensive area of Arab lands, 
Mr, Koussa would be grateful to receive from the 
British Consul General an acknowledgment of receipt, 


ELIAS N. KOUSSA, 
Advocate, 
P.0.B.14, 
HAIFA. 
23rd July, 1957. 


The Minister of Justice, 
Jerusalem, 


Dear Sir, 


I am gratefwl for your letter No,51949/Tet of the llth 
inst,, enclosing a copy of the Official Gazette containing the 
Arabic translation of the bill dealing with the Lew of Limi- 
tations which I have read with mch interest and concern, 
especially the explanatory note, 


The main and, perhaps, the omly provision in the bill which 
is open to eriticiom and objection on the ground of injustice, 
prejudice and discrimination, is the increase of the period of 
prescription in land matters from 10 to 50 years in respect of 
claims where no proceedings were instituted prior to the coming 
inte force of the new law, The increase ig unjust because it 
will strip Arab landomers, farmers and villagers, of a conside- 
rable area of land, possibly, in the neighbourhood of jm, dunums 
in respect of which they have already acquired rights of owner- 
ship by the prescriptive period of 10 years, It is prejudicial 
for it imposes upon these landowners a duty which it is nigh 
impossible to discharges; and it is discriminatory because it will, 
in effect and in reality, only apply to these Arabs. 


You are, undoubtedly, aware that there are about 30 villages 
in Western Galilee, and 3 or 4 villages in the Little Triangle 
where the proprietary rights of the villagers are based on con- 
timuous possession and cultivation, and, in some instances, on 
unofficial purchase, There are also cases where the land is 
held in virtue of Ottoman title deeds which are ambiguous and 
vague not only respecting the boundaries but also the actual area 
possessed and cultivated by the title holder, These villages 
have not been declared settlement areas, and the rights of the 
villagers remain unsettled, Ef the period of prescription 
remained as it is at present, namely, 10 years, the Arab owners 
would be entitled to have registered in their respective names 
the plots of land which each of them opened, developed and con- 
tinuously possessed and cultivated for 10 years, It would be 
Possible for them to establish their claims by the actual con- 
dition of the land, by oral evidence, and, in some cases, by 
documentary evidence such as private deeds of sale and rural 
property tax records, But such documentary evidence is rare, 

It was lost during the turmoil of 1948 when the villagers were 
forcibly expelled from their homes, the contents pilfered, 
destroyed or torn into pieces, 1% is also impossible to 
produce any oral evidence to prove continuous possession and 
cultivation for the inordinately long period of 50 years except 
where the land is planted with old olive trees, Not o: there 
are not in the villages men who are old enough (they should be 
about 70 years old) to testify truthfully on events that had 
occurred when they were sufficiently grown up to recollect, but 
if they did exist, they are a handful and cannot give evidence 
regarding the hundreds of plots of land held by the villagers, 
Moreover, their Mlliteracy, the absence of written documents to 
refresh their memories, and the easiness with which one can make 
their testimony appear ridiculous make it abundantly evident 
that no court would be conscientiously at ease to enter judgment 
in favour of the claimant on such clumsy evidence, The in- 
evitable result would be that the greatess part of the Arab lands 
in the aforesaid villages will be forfeitedto the baa 
‘The 


2. 


e The prevenes period of 50 years is, therefore excessively prejudicial 
and detrimental to the rights and interests of the arab farmers and 


villagers, 


That the proposed increase, if agreed to, would be discriminatory 
|| Pequires no explanation, The Jewish claims to land were almost 
{ completely settled during the British Mandatory regime, and the 
unsettled Jewish claims, if any, are now sub judice, article 6 
of the bill excludes from its operation all claims pending in court, 
It follows that the proposed change of the period of prescription 
will not affect the Jewish claims pending before the Land Settlement 
Officer or in any court. The change will thus only affect arab 
rights - the rights of the unfortunate Arabs living in the villages 
which have not been declared settlement areas and in respect of which 
no woeeceee of rights has been published before the promulgation of the 
new 'e 


The explanatory note correctly and aptly outlines the three 
doctrines on which the law of prescription is based, nemely :- 


(1) The difficulty of preserving the proofs and evidences 
for an unduly long time; 


(2) The speed of movement and life in the modern age 
pit eat @ persom to imow his rights and duties; 


(3) The long delay in instituting an action savours of 
pardon and waiver, 


But the proposed increase is diametricd ly in conflict with 
these three principles; and the draftsman appears te proceed on 
the chimerical assumption that members of a backward commmity 
suffering from illiteracy, ignorance, and simplicity of mind and 
heart, are more capable to remember past events, to preserve 
evidential proofs, and to safeguard their rights and interests than 
individuals of an enlightened and civilized people, The over— 
majority of the Arab villagers who will be gravely affected 
by the increased period of prescription are illiterate and ignorant, 
| They are more likely to forget them, and to lag behind the advance of 
‘ contemporary civilization than to march abreast, The Arab villagers 
have been labouring under the belief that sooner or later their 
proprietary rights would be settled in accordance with the provisions 
of the Land Settlement Ordinance, Thay were awaiting the Mandatory 
Gevernment and thereafter the Government of Israel to proclaim their 
villages settlement areas and to settle their rights of ownership in 
the same manner in which the rights of the Jewish landowners and of 
some of the Arab villagers were established, settled and registered, 
It is neither fair nor just to penalize them by the increase of the 
if prescPiptive period, for the negligence of the Mandatory Government 
i) or for the procrastination of the Government of Israel, 


I respectfully submit and strongly urge that the period 

of prescription in land actions should remain 10 years, The less 

the period is, the more consistent it would be with the three prin- 
i{ ciples governing the doctrine of prescription, Moreover, the 

reduction of the period of prescription in civil matters from 15 to 

7 years is only explicable on the basis of these three principles, 

There is, therefore, no wisdom or justice in increasing the period in 

land matters to the unprecedented limit of 50 years, 


If the Government insist on the change, then justice and fairness 
dictate that clear provision should be inserted in the bill to make 
it applicable only to actions where a plea of prescription for 10 
years prior to the enaétment of the law would not avail, In other 
words, the proposed law should not have a retrospective effect and 
should safeguard the rights acquired under the existing law. By 
so doing, the Government would eliminate the charge to which it is 

‘now 


3. 


now justifiably exposed that the real design behind the bill is the 
further stripping of the Arab citizens of extensive areas of their 
lands, the ation of en additional large number of them land- 
less and jobless, and their gradual impoverishment and eventual 
expulsion from the country. 


I trust that the representations set out above will receive 
careful consideration and that the suggestion set out in the 
preceding paragraph be accepted and acted upon, 


Por your information, the following villages will be 
gravely affected by the proposed change, because the villagers' 
rights have not been settled, and no schecule of rights published, 


the Pri = 

Um-al-Fehm Baqa-al-Gharbiyeh Jatt 

In Western Galilee ;- 

Tamra Kaboul Sha'ab Sakhneen ‘arrabeh 
Deir Hanna, 

Jdeida Mekr Kafr Yaseef Yanoub 

Kisra Jatt Beit Jan Bugai'a 

Hurfeish Fasouta Mi'lya Tursheha, 

Deir-al Asad, Biteneh Majd-al-Kurum dene 

Se jour Al Rameh ‘Ein al asad al Bineh, 


Yours faithfully, 
(Sgd.) E.N. KOUSSA. 





DAVID KHOURY 2 7 
Midan Street 
Nazareth 
(terae1) July 26th, 1957. 
The 
British Consulate wi 
Heifa 


Subject: My letter to you dated 28.5.1957. 
Dear Sir Twenty Fe tir etree he K Shester 
? FE Knansh one Oh mained ene, 


I searched books on Jewish suffering through the ages met. 


for words to describe the brutality of the'ten year old suffering 
to which I have been subjected by the Authorities on Arab affairs 
in the Government and the Histadruth, but I failed to find words 
sufficiently strong to fit the description of the injustice and 
the brutality of the treacherous torturous blackmail which these 
Authorities are inflicting upon me and my family. 








The Speaker of the Knesset to whom I addressed my letter 
of 28/5/57 referred to above took the s 3 of asking o0°DD01Dn n1101Dn 
for an explanation and in his letter No.1134/11150 dated 26/6/57 to 
me Katzin Haknesset states the explanation which the Mossdoth ha- 
musmachoth gave to him. 





The Mossdoth hamusmachoth referred to in the letter ere, 
I believe, the Department on Areb Affairs in the Prime Minister's 
office and/or the Histadruth and their effort to conceal their guilt 
is very easily checked with any measure of honesty. 


I will set you one example which will not show their 
guilt towards me alone, but also towards Nazareth citizens and environs. 


The Mossdoth hamusmachoth allege that I was given a 
chance of employment in the Nazareth Municipality, but I failed to 
hold on !!7! The first time I knew of such a help rendered by the 
Mossdoth Hamussmachoth was when I read the above letter by type 
Katzin Haknesset. But --- please study the following: 


In October 1952, when Mr.Mikunis was boasting Red Nazareth 
as his party's stronghold, when the citizens of Nazareth and environs 
were terror stricken by Communist party members and their propaganda 
about 52 Nazareth Municipal street cleaners and clericals went on a 
strike which was sponsored by the Arab Labour Congress ( a communist 
party labour organisation which dissolved as a result of the failure 
of the Strike). The success of the strike meant communist party 
control in Nazareth Municipal affairs and all. I realized the serious- 
ness of the danger and after a hard-put effort of persuation and 
convincing the Municipal Council agreed to allow me and my fellow 
supporters to break the strike, by doing the street cleaning job 
which the striking street cle re refused to do. The Military Go- 
vernor and the Histadruth representative gave way. Hot arguments 
of warnings on the risk and danger to my life which the adventure en- 
tailed only made me feel the more anxious and the call of need to do 
my duty to the good name of Israel and my fellow Nazarenes. We started 
street cleaning on 17.10.52, and the fight was on with the Communist 
party using all their weapons. This included Knesset member Emil 
Habibi blocking the entrance to the stables where the Municipal donkeys 





are kept to prevent the donkeys from going to work on street cleaning. 
It included the stabbing by communist leaders of three of my fellow 
workers in the chest and abdomen many times several inches deep, it 
included all the insulting, hatred, terror wa’ that any town ever 
experienced all directed against me personally. But the battle went 
on, and the work of cleaning Nazareth Streets went on, until all commu- 
nist party weapons were finally silenced and a new atmosphere of free 
dom in Nazareth emerged. The Authorities, the Histadruth, the people - 
and above all Mapai could now breath freedom and peace. 











What happened to me? Ask! I was paid IL 5.— per working 
day from 17.10.52 till 7.12.52, when my service was terminated as a 
street sweeper. No one ever spoke to me about a job in the Nazareth 
Municipality. 


If »y the way you want to know the roots of the ills which 
brought about the recent rupture in the Nazareth Municipal Coalitaen iced 
by fate came on 25.6.1957 ‘hile the letter of the Katzin Haknesset came 

on 26.6.1957 you will be -aterested to know that Mr. Suheil Hanj, the 
Nazareth Municipal Councillor wao on 25.6.1957 broke away from the 
Coalition to join a partnership with the Communist Councillors, that 

this SUHAIL HANJ was the same person who lead the strike of 1952 re- 

ferre. to above. However, he was reared by the Mosadoth Hamusmachot 

into riches and into his nomination to elections and in his eventual 
success to a seat as Municipal Councillor. This is what the Mossdoth 
Hamusmachoth call as an effort to deal with cases like mine?! Is this 

not scandalous impertinence. 


I will now tell the only true effort which Hamossdoth Ha- 
musmachot did for met every time when in a fit of temper I called them 
names - telling them what they really deserve - they do tolerate me. 
They do not send me to jail, which they could. They mingly had more 
joy out of ing me suffer in torturous need - unemployment - frustra— 
tion than else. 








The effort on the part of the Mosedoth Hamusmachot to con- 
ceal further their already unforgivable guilt will do more harm to all 
concerned and no good to anybody. 


In themeantime the operation goes on - 
1) I remain without any income - not even 
although I am better qualified than 99% of all Aral 
in clerical or Ministry of Education work. 


a@ school teacher, 
employed in Israel 








2) The operation blackmail of my parents’ property goes on un= 
der the guise of evasiveness and sweet promises. 


3) My claim for compensation on properties in Suffuria village 
as per my claim with the Development Authority, file No.850/P remains 
pending with a “yes Sir" promises, 


4) My wife's uncontested claim of IL 7000.- from the Custodian 
remains illogically and illegally but arbitrarily unpaid. 


All because the Mossdoth Hamusmachoth have their hands in 
cold water, becal none from the Authorities above them will raise a 
voice calling for an end to this injustice - to thie ungratefuln to 
a citizen who served the State in days of need - to stop this brutal 
torture of an unqualified, purposeless nature. 





3/- 
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The aiswer to the rest of the alleged excuses which are menti- 
oned in the letter of the Katzin Hakne t is to relate a ten years 
old story of persistent evasiveness and made - up excuses to deprive 
me of my right to earn an honest living and to blackmail us of our 
properties. 





Sir, only little honesty is needed to realize the all trueness 
of my case and the all-falsen: of the Case of the Mossdoth Hamussma— 
chot to conceal their guilt by taking it per into death. 






I request you to do what you can to put an end to this injustice. 


Kindly acknowledge receipt. 


Yours faithfully, 
Bhberg 2 
—_? 


David Khoury 
Midan St. 
Nazareth - Israel. 


S42, 


c/o Foreign Office, 
Whitehall 


London, S.W.1. 
July 25, 1957. 


y 


My dear Ambassador, 


In the course of the week before I left (July 10) 
the Israel Prime Minister made history, I believe, by receiving his 
first Arab delegation. To them he is said to have offered out of 
the blue a mumber of concessions, among them free access to Afula, 
which is of great importame to the Arab resident of Nazareth, for 
example, since Afula is the administrative centre to which Arabs 
frequently need to have recourse, aii from which they have neverthe- 
less often been vexatiously debarred in the past by the operation 
of permits; it is now also for the future a potential place of 
employment. Also the idea of “apartheid” far the which 
form the nucleus of an exclusively Jewish quarter for Nazareth, 
hitherto the only purely Arab town of my size in Israel, is 
reported to have been dropped; it had aroused great indignation 
among the Arabs, and now the few Hungarian and Polish families who 
are already established will find themselves under the wing of m 
Arab municipality with a formidable Commnist minority. 


2. It has been suggested to me that Mr Ben 

Gurion's sudden impulse was due to two factors, one the article 
severely criticising the Ben Gurion régime which is said to have 
emanated from Mr Sharett under a and the other the 
unwelcome but nevertheless compelling uence of Mr Nahum Goldman. 
Mr Goldman has incurred official reproof, I believe, in the past by 
publishing his readiness to enter personally into negotiations with 
the Arabs, but latterly he did in fact follow up his resolve with a 
meeting with Arabs at Nazareth. Mr Ben Gurion may have felt that 
he could no longer safely be left behind. As always, everything 

ia grees on the prompt ad loyal lementation of the undertakings, 
but Archbishop Hakim is of the opinion that it is a promising start, 
and he intends to participate in the forthomingconference at Tel 
Aviv between Arab and Jewish organisations, when the problem of the 
refugees and indeed the whole mnge of interracial problems will 
come up for di scussion. 


Yours sincerely 


(58) Nieman STeaany 


His Excellency 

Sir Francis Runiall, K.C.M.G., 0.B.E., 
British Embassy, 

Tel Aviv. 


BRITISH CONSULATE~GENERAL, 


M0.9. 
( 541/2.) HAIFA, 
2 QOPIDENTTAL. June 11, 1957. 


uy dear Ambassador, 


Thank you for your letter of May 13 (1828/57) on the 
subject of Druse conscription, 


2, I had oceasion to discuss the matter afresh with 
Sheikh Abdullah Khayr to-day, and he tells me that things 
are movine according to plan, from the Israel Government's 
point of view. There is now no question of any “sampling” 
process confined to nine Druse localities, but the operation 
is generalised and extends even to Kisra, which is regarded 
as the most secluded pruse settlement. active opposition 
te the Government measures has ceased, although there may 
still be a certain reluctance to comply. Fer the young men 
of 18 and 19 the prospect is, and has been since early last 
year, the full period of two and e half years" military 
service, while in the age groups from 20 to 29 inclusive 
no more is asked at present than one month's annual service 
in the reserves, The feeling is that this is a first 
instalment only and that in due course military service 
will be applied to the Druses on exactly the same terms as 
to the Israelis proper and up to the inclusive age of 49. 


3. Sheikh Abdullah Khayr maintains that the Israel 
authorities are new handling the affair skilfully from their 
standpoint and have thrown the Druses into a state of consi- 
derable confusion, The concessions which were offered in 
return for compliance with military service are, as he 
predicted, slow in coming, though he admits that there will 
be some advantage when the Druse commnity hes its om 
"Sharia" courts, In such matters as inheritances the 
Druses, as also incidentally such Arabs as are not "Greek" or 
"Latin" Christians, have at present to resort to the Moslem 
"Sharia" courts in order to resolve their claims, The all- 
pervasive authority of the Hinister for Religious Affairs is, 
however, not too welcome a prospect for the future. i 


Yours sincerely 


(Sed.) Nigel Steward, 


cay? 


His Excellency 
Sir Francis Rundall, K.C.M.G., 0.B.H., 
British Enbassy, 
TSL_AVIY. 
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BRITISH EMBASSY, 


Dim NigA, 
Thank you very much for your 

interesting letter 541/2 of May 3. 

I hope you will keep us in the picture 

on this, particularly in respect of the 

developments you mention in paragraphs 
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P BRITISH CONSULATE-GENERAL, 
No.6, 
541/2). HAIFA, 
May 16, 1957, 
CONFIDENTIAL. 


My dear Ambassador, 


On April 4 last the "Jerusalem Post" announced that 
during the first three months of this year nearly one hundred 
Arab youths had run away from their homes in Israel and crossed 
into Jordan; seventy cases were reported from Gelilee, only 
eleven from the "Little Triangle" (presumably because in that 
sector it is easy to cross and recross undetected) and the 
remainder from mixed Arab-Jewish toms, Only eight, addea 
the "Post", had returned so far, and that again is w.derstandable. 
In October 1956 a fourteen-year=o1d boy from Nazareth,again 
according to the "Jerusalem Post", was sentenced in such eir- 
cumstances to six months' imprisonment from the day of his 
detention and his father to a fine of IL500 or six months in 
gaol, and this without any suggestion that the boy had divulged 
military secrets while in Jerdan, as is not infrequently the 
ease, 


2, I referred to this phenomenon in paragraph 5 of my letter 
of Aucust 14 last to Westlake on Arab minority affairs, The 
"trickle" then recorded is tending to become more pronounced, 
Although there are in Israel half-a-dozen State secondary 
schools exclusively for Arabs and half-a-dozen more private 
schools available to them, it is said that the proportion of 
Arab secondary school students is only for an important 
national minority which musters over 10% of the total popula- 
tion, It follows that for higher education, where medicine 
and law are the favourite subjects, the proportion is even 
lower, 2%, and among both secondary and advanced students the 
proportion of failures is startlingly high. 


3. This gloomy picture is explained not so much by any 
lack of native intelligence as by the lack of inducement. 
For an Arab of any education the outlet in Government employ is 
restricted to the teaching profession and a limited number of 
Places in the police; an Arab doctor or lawyer in private 
practice can similarly have only slender expectations, and land 
tenure is greatly reduced, The alternative, as seen a 
number of Arab youths, is to cross the frontiers, In present 
circumstances this solution is bound to result in disciplinary 
action by the Israel, and even by the Jordan, authorities in 
the event of arrest, and these have an unexpected ally in 
Archbishop Iiakim, who in an article in his Greek Catholic 
diocesan magazine for March 1957 brands such runaways as 
shirkers, Truly the prospect before the Israel Arab young 
man of 1957 is not an enviable one. 


Yours sincerely 


Original signed by: 
N.O.W. Steward 


His Fxcellency 
sir 


Bri 


Francis Rundall, K,C.M.G., O.BeEeys 
tish Embassy, 


TEL AVIV, 


S4//4. 
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Tt £er. IS BRITISH CONSULATE<G20S2AL, 


Sul. 
@ HAIPA, 
SOUPIDENT LAL. May 135 1957 
Dear Chancery, 


kindly to from" “subservient 
to" in the text, when the sense will’ be improved, 


2. Also I find with reference to paragraph 1 of 
Tetethee wath gant to the Ambassador that 
"briefly" describes my contribution of 1955 
on the Haifa ence Day celebrations and is 
therefore best tted from the text. 

Yours ever 

Original signed by +. 
N.0.W. Steward 


The Chancery, 
British Smbassy, 
TEL AVIY. 


No.2, BRITISH CONSULATE=GENERAL, 


541/2. 
¥ HATFA, 


GONPIDENTIAL. may 3, 1957. 


My dear Ambassador, 


With reference to my letter to Westlake of February 28 
last on the conscription of Druses, there is no doubt that the 
Israel authorities have been taken aback by the vigour of the 
resistance to the “encroachments” on Druse liberty represented 
by the attempted extension of the limited conscription pi 
enforced already last year and that, since they do not intend 
to relinquish their undoubted claim on non-Jewish residents for 
military service, in course of application in the first instance 
to Druses, they are disposed to make concessions to the demand 
for equality of treatment, 


2, <I understand that the "sampling" process is still limited 
to the nine Druse centres mentioned in paragraph 2 of my letter 
of February 21 and paragraph 1 of my letter of February 28 
respectively and that the call. notices are still limited in 
practice to summonses for medical examination in the case of all 
men of age groups between 20 and 29, but failure to comply with 
such summonses in certain cases led to prompt and condign 
punishment, 


3. The position has lent itself to considerable manoeuvring, 
In paragraph 3 of my letter under reference I said that the 
Isracl Druse, confronted with unwelcome pressures, tended to 
draw closer to the Israel Arab, This tendency has been fully 
exploited by the Commnists, who have seized every possible 
opportunity to stress the argument that the Druses are an 
indivisible part of the Arab minority and that the Druse commnity 
is a branch of the Moslem religion, On the score of equality of 
treatment there has been a tendency to repudiate leaders such as 
Sheikh Jaber Ma'adi and Saleh Khneifis (my letter of February 1) 
last, paragraph 8), who are considered to place their personal 
interests in the Knesset before the wellbeing of the community, 
and an independent deputation is said to have visited the 
Knesset in early March with the following demands ;- 


(a) The disbandment of the Minority Unit in the Israel 
Defence Forces; 


(b) The eligibility of Minority recruits for all branches 
of those Forces; 


(c) The return to their owners of Druse lands now under 
Gevernment control; 


(a) Generally, equal rights and equal duties; 


(e) The exemption of Druse girls from military service 
(my letter of February 1), paragraph 8). 


Al-Ittihad, the Commmist Party's half-weekly arabic paper, 
displays all of a sudden the most unwonted solicitude for any 
Druse in trouble with the authorities, 


4, The immediate riposte of the Israel authorities to the 
attempt to form an Arab-Druse front has been to attempt to 
embroil the Druses of Syria with the Arab authorities there and 
to associate the Druses of Israel in the venture, wa 2 


His Exeellency 
Sir Francis Rundall, K.C.u.G,, 0.B.E., 
British Embassy, 


‘TEL AVIV, 


—— 


Ernay Chee 
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2. 


the passing of the death sentence on Sheikh Hassan Al- 
Atrash in his absence for alleged complicity in a plot 
against the Damascus Government there has been considerable 
tension in the Jebel Druse, and it seems clear that it was 
against that background that “an unidentified plane" dropped 
provocative pamphlets in that area on the night of March 26, 
Identical pamphlets were distributed in some Druse villages 
in Israel at roughly the samc time, A translation of the 
pamphlet is enclosed, I am assured that the paper on which 
the original is printed is unmistakably Israeli, and that the 
pamphlet probably originated from the same source as the 
"Christian Public Opinion" leaflet,a translation of which 
was enclosed in my letter of pecember 7 last, namely from 
Haifa Labour Council circles, Moreover the pamphlet, which 
purports to emanate from the "Free Druse Organisation", 

is virtually unsigned, which tells its own story, whereas 
the "second subversive pamphlet" of my letter of February 
28 last, in the opposite direction, was signed by Sultan 
Pache Ai-Atrash himself and three othcr leading sheikhs, 


5. More effectively, the Isracl authorities have decided 
to make concessions, on paper at least, If the press is 
to be trusted, Minority recruits will in future be eligible 
for all branches of the Forces, and Mr, Divon, Adviser on 
Arab Affairs to the Prime Minister, has publicly disclaimed 
any official intention to conseript Druse girls, The 
enclosed translation of a "Lamerhav" leaflet represents an 
attempt to win political capital for Achdut Ha'avoda and the 
Minister of the Interior, a member of that party, on the 
strength of these concessions. Similarly Druse ex-soldiers 
are said now to be eligible for full Histadrut menbership, 
and serving soldiers and ex-soldiers, Druse and Arab alike, 
appear to be free henceforward to enter or leave military 
areas without restriction, 


6, Finelly there is the culminating concession of commni- 
ty status for the Druses in Israel, It will be seen from 
paragraph k of my letter of August 14 last that Sheikh 
Abdullah Khayr, generelly a reliable informant, was at that 
time very doubtful whether, owing to the many divisions 
among the relatively few Druses in Isracl, community status 
would ever be granted, Even to-day he is sceptical; he 
points out that the concession relates only to religious 
matters and that, since the gesture even so is in theory at 
least a sufficiently striking new departure, the Israel 
authorities are likely in practice to delay giving effect to 
it in order to prolong the bargaining. This is the middle- 
of-the-road point of view; Communist circles would stress 
with some justification the fact that the small Druse comm-— 
nity in Israel is subservient to the main religious leadership 
in the Jebel Druse and therefore not qualified to acquire 
separate religious status and that the sinister purpose 
of the authorities is once again to isolate the Druses from 
the arabs, Incidentally it is my information that the 
Druse commnity in Israel numbers 17,000 and is distributed 
among eighteen villages, in a number of which the Druses are 
not the exclusive inhabitants. 


Yours sincerely 


(Sgd.) N,O.W, Steward, 


Translation from Arabic. 


Our courageous brethren, the Sons of Naruf, 


You are, 48 all are, aware of the situation of our 
community in Syria, We have preferred to keep silent so 
far on this subject not for fear or cowardice but lest we may 
be accused of instigating sectarian differences in this 
country, AS conditions have deteriorated, we have decided 
to speak, 


We, the Druses, have been subjected in Syria to severe 
perscoution throughout our long history, which is full of 
persistent struggl for the preservation of our existence 
ané our traditions as e sect, which has its own particular 
traditions, but this did not suit the non-Druse sects, we 
wished to dive with them in peace and tranquillity but they 
denied us this, We were all the time defenders of indepen- 
dence and the first to respond to the comtry's eall but in 
spite of that we have suffered in our homes at the hands of 


our countrymen, 


We have been all the time under the tyranny of the 
Damascus rulers and we have engaged them in bloody struggles 
for a long time but the persecution of our brethren, the 
Druse minority, by the Syrian rulers and the 111l-treatment 
of our leaders and heroes by the men of the’Deuxiéme Bureau" 
eannot be endured any more, 


There is no doubt that the Atrash family led the syrian 
nation in its big revolution against colonialism in 1925 and 
that the leader Sultan and Prince Hassan were at the head of 
the revolution and defenced Syria and Jebel ©1 Druze. Prince 
Hasser Al-Atrash himself led the revolution for independence 
in 1945, but to-day he is charged with the wost serious crime 
end is sentenced to death for allegedly perticipating in a 
conspiracy, This sentence was intended to create a civil 
war in Syria but the hands of tyrants will not reach you, 
Hassan, just as they could not lay their hands upon your 
courageous forefathers in the past, 





A death sentence was also passed on the great Druse 

fighter Shakeeb Wehhab, who fought in several countries for 
the seke of the freedom and independence of the Arabs. The 
fake Damascus court which was set up by the treacherous 
tyrants also sentenced the Druse citizen Hayel srur to death, 
It also sentenced Zeid Al-Atrash to seven years’ imprisonment 
with hard labour and Fadl Allah Jarbu', bruse member of 
parliament, to ten years' imprisonment with hard labour, 
Harsh sentences were passed as well on other leaders of the 
Druse and other minority communities, As further evidence 
of the bitter hatred for the Druse sect and its leaders, 
the rulers were not satisfied with the Druse leaders in 
Syria, but Druse personalities outside the Syrian borders 
were convicted too, The court sentenced the well-known 
Lebanese Druse fighter Sheikh said Takiyiddin to death, 
The traitors sent their men to Lebanon and ordered them to 
blow up the house of the great Druse leader Kemal Jumblat 
and even, if possible, to assassinate him, The murder of 
Druse leaders by the men of the "Deuxiéme Bureau" is thus 
regarded as permissible, 





In the circumstances, the leader Kemal Jumblat sent a 
letter to the Saudi King in which he @eseribed the present 
critical situation in Syria and asked him to intervene in 
order to save the Syrian Republic from the state of corruption 
in which it was submerged by the Communists. It was mentioned 
in the letter that the "Deuxiéme Bureau" and the military Ne 

‘who 


2. 


who have taken control of the country, of Parliament and of 
all Syrian affairs persist in their persecution of the popu- 
lation and in their disrespect of anything red, Eviden 
of this is what happens frequently in Jebel-s8l-pruze, Jebel- 
Alawiyeen and in other parts of the country where Christians 
live, 


The situation in Jebel-el-Arab is unbearable and every 
individual there is liable te persecution and torture, 
Mertial law has been proclaimed and the situation in its 
capital Assuweida is about to explode, 


The situation has deteriorated more as the result of the 
assassination of one of the most outstanding young men of 
Assuweida, the late Hamed Ash-Shomari, fhe incident occurred 
in very obscure circumstances and brought in its train a wave 
of concern with strong protest, Assassinations are normal 
events in the reign of the men of the "Deuxiéme Bureau," The 
murder of one of the political refugees in the Lebanon is not 
yet forgotten. 








Sons of Maruf, 


Our beliefs and religious shrines which we have preserved 
throughout the ages are liable to desecration by the men of 
the "Deuxitme Bureau" because the Druses adhere to their 
religion, traditions and customs, and as such they are not 
favoured by unprincipled Commnists who never respected any 
tradition or consecrated any custom, 


Brethren, 


Our voice is no longer heard in the Syrian parliamentary 
circle, Our deputies have been sentenced to death or hard 
labour or have escaped from tyranny and injustice, The 
movements of our leaders have been paralysed and their voices 
lowered, What happened to you, Amin Abu Assef ? And what 
happened to other heroie leaders and why do you keep silent ? 


The Druse aruwy officer Fadlallah Mansour was sentenced to 
15 years' imprisonment with hard labour, Only God Almighty 
knows the fate of the other Druse officers and Druse men of the 
Syrian army, The purpose is to eliminate the Druses as a 
reguler fighting force, 


In the defence of Munir Ajleni before the Damascus 
military court it was stated that in the course of a conver- 
sation in Parliament with his cousin, Deputy Adel Ajlani 
lir, Munir Ajleni was approached by the Deputy Muteb ‘Ash-Shalen, 
son of Prince Fawez Ash-Shalan, a witness in the trial, and 
was told with indignation that they had arrested his cousin, 
who was taken by Sami Juma and the men of the "Deuxitme 
Bureau" in a jeep to Almazza, wr, Munir then told muteb 
Ash-Shalan that this was surprising and that perhaps the arrest 
was made because Adel is « friend of Hassan Al-atrash, ur, 
Muteb replied that he (Adel) was a friend of the Al-atrash 
femily and that he (Munir) was their friend also, but was this 
acrime ? 


It pains us to see that anyone who befriends the Atrash 
family is considered a criminal, but this tyranny is bound 
to come to an end, The Atrashs are always firm and determined 
whereas their treacherous enemies who plan the elimination of 
the Druse sect will fade away, 


/sons 


3. 


Sons of Maruf, 


We should not despair for victory will be ours in the 
end as we were ever victorious over our enemies, We have 
gained in our history a glory which frightens our enemies, 
although we are few, as they claim, our enemies will 
experience our surpassing heroism in the future, 


The Free Druse Organisation, 


The leaflet is not dated. 


The enclosed leaflet is headed 


"The Drusee celebrate the decision to give them 
equal rights in the Ierael Defence Forces - A 
publication by Lamerhay." 





The leaflet reports from Haifa that on March 25 the 
Druses on Mount Carmel celebrated and daneed till about 
midnight to express their joy on the occasion of the 
Government declaration to give them equal rights before, 
during and after conscription. The members of the 
Yerushalmi delegation invited the representatives of 
Achdut Ha'avoda Posle Zion, Haifa,to attend a lunch 
party in Isfiya, where the Druses expressed their appre- 
ciation of the Government decision and also expressed the 
hope that their other demands would be attended to, 


They also expressed their appreciation of the efforts 
of ur, Bar Yehuda, the Minister of the Interior, and 
Messrs, Yigal Alon and Moshe Iram, members of the Rnesset, 
in bringing this matter to a successful.conclusion, They 
were also assured that the Government would take into 
consideration Druse traditions in connexion with the 
conseription of Druse girls, 


The representatives of achdut Ha'’avoda Poale Zio > /Kirn 
Haifa, including mr, Barzilai, Deputy Mayor of Haifa,/Méssrs. 

Tannenbaum and Luxemburg, are anxious to see that equality in 
rights and duties is accorded to the Druses, 


This report is followed by a commentary in which it is 
stated that the policy of the nominal leadership has 
neglected and betrayed the Druses, 


The Druses are therefore warned against being carried 
away by false promises, 


The Achdut Ha'avoda Poale zion Party has struggled 
honourebly for the solution of Druse problems and the 
result was achieved in a few days, 


The Druses are therefore urged to support the Achdut 
Ha'avoda Poale Zion Party which struggles for equality of 
rights and duties. 


The leaflet is written in broken Arabic. 
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To* H.M. Consulate-General 
HAIFA 


WITH THE COMPLIMENTS 
OF 
HER BRITANNIC MAJESTY’S EMBASSY 


net, 


TEL-Aviv. 


1828/57 
SONPIDENTIAL 





April 25, 1957. 


Deer Department, 


Please refer t2 our letter 1828/57 of April 11 about 
the position of the Druze minority in Isreel. 


2. ‘he Isreel authorities have now announced that the 
Druze Community ir Israel has been officially recogniseé 

ab a seperate religious community, with religious and 
cultural institutions of ite own which will now be 
empowered tod eal with the internalaffairs of the 
comaunity. These sre mainly questions of personal status, 
including jurisdiction, and the administration of religious 
trust funds and holy places. 


3. This comes as a result of extended negotiations by 
the Israel authorities with various factions of the Druse 
community which is now said to number some 20,000 living 
in 17 villages and one town, mainly in Galilee and on 
Movnt Carmel. 


4. The Druze will probably be pleased at this concession 
for which they have been pressing for some time. Similar 
recognition had not been granted thew during either the 
Ottoman or ciandate periods. 

5. We are sending a copy of this letter to the Consulate- 
General Heifs who may be able to comment in due course on 
the effects of the change on the morale snd standing of 
the Druze commnity. 


Yours ever, 


CHANCERY 


Levant Departwent, 
FOREIGN OFFICE, S.Wel. 
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To: Consul-General, Haifa 


WITH THE COMPLIMENTS 
OF 
HER BRITANNIC MAJESTY’S EMBASSY 


TEL-Aviv. 


April 11, 1957 


{ 


’ British imbassy, 
e Tel aviv. 
Corrrpr v 
April 11, 1957. 





1825,/'57 


Desr lepartacnt, 


(1628/56 of 


lereel "efence 


Fleese refer to > stlaie's letter to 
bepteuber 1) ebout service of oruze’s In the 
Porcedes 








vy 


2. ‘he press reporte that in future aembers of (srael's 
Druze minority will be sble to jotn ell branches of the 
Ierecli ermed forces. rreviousiy they were only allowed 
tose:vi in s special ainority unit. 


Je his cow calneldes with a deciaton of the iidietadrut 
toracdwit es fully fleiged wecabere | ruses who heve served 
in the eraceé forces. Hitherto they heve only been a cmit ted 
as full weabers of the Trade Unions and heave not mad the 
right to vote in iiistedrut election Labour "xchaggee 
will in futare grant © suze 


; e2lsiers full equali' th 
Jews 10 flading worke Som special housing aot okies 
then er: eles reported to be umer way. 








4. It bas algo becn agrerd thet military passes for 
persons wishiag to enter »ilitery areas will oo longer be 
requlred from (ruse who are eitner eeiving o: heave served 


° in the ered forcebe (Sec our Letter 1826/55 of Septeaber 1 
: not to all). 
| 
5e These Gecisions will Perect ell young Tryzes on 5 


Coupulsory military service. They wili ale effeet the 
few Mosles and Caristian -rabe #19 wince lest year heve 
been enlisting, volunterily, in the arued forees. 





& here can be nd Goult tiut oll these eicps bave been 
taken to sweeten for the ruse tne pili of exnscription 

whieh they heve shown aarced averéton to swallowinge Daw: 
mauthpleaee heve already voloe! sopr elation but it will 
& while yet before we csn be ow deep t .l# goeme ¥ 











Te .6 are peading cd los of tite letter to the -hagceries 
Bt. en -eiis auf t> th ynewl enersi st alte whe 
wey wien to cwasent on tiie Leot nointe 


Yours € Vel'y 





Levant -epal tuent, 
POREIGN OFFICE, SW.le 


April 2h 





1957. 





Druse Welcome 


Recognition As 


Separate Religious Community 


vite ew Feguiatlon win 


rate religious community was 
on res tables and 
"en Druse notables and se- 
nior Ministry officials, were 
present in the office of the Mi- 
nister for Religious Affairs as 
tho Sinister, Mr. Moshe fae 
iro, read the text of a regu- 
[ation published fn Seth sese 
on ‘Sunday, stipulating that 
the Druse were how empower: 
ed to deal with the internal 
affairs of their commu- 
nity. These are mainly ques 


tion by es 

Government. They bring to 12 
the number of religious com- 
munitiey recognized in this 
country’ since the days of Ot 
foman rule, including Jows, 
Moslems and nine Christian 
communities. 

One of the immediate re- 





of that 
fe Druse calfpious judges es 
well as a Court of Appeal, 


State. 
are happy at their tmportant 
achievements as citizens en- 
joying equal rights.” 

In thanking the Govern- 
ment for its action, Sheik 
Kamal Ma’adi, of Yarka, said 
the Druse had tried to obtain 
recognition during the Otto- 
man and British regimes and 
had failed, 


The notables took the op- 
‘Mr. 


April 25, 1957. 











Druse Celebrate 
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Copy for 51/2. 


3561/1. 
» HAIFA, 


April 9, 1957. 


BRITISH CONSULATE=GiN . 


CONFIDENTIAL. 


(Dear Westlake, ) 


In paragraph 7 of my letter of January 17 
on Kafr Kassem I remarked that Yehuda Alexandrovitz, 
described in Toubi's report as "the border officer 
implicated", did not figure in the list of accused, 


2. I have been following press reports of the 
trial closely since it began in earnest on March 
25, and I still see no mention of this name, 

It is a point which I shall try to investigate, 


(Yours ever) 


Original signed by: 
N.O.W. Steward 


P.A,G, Westlake, E89., M.Cey 
British Embassy, 
TEL_AVIV. 


St Vig ; 


it it 





hi if ial 


SHI/D 


BLIAS N- KOUSSA, 
ATE 
P.0.B.1%,  -4MARIQ57 
HAIFA. 


28th February, 1957. 


The British Consul General, 
St. Luke's Street, 
Haifa. 


Dear Sir, 


T have the pleasure to enclese, herewith, a copy ef the 
memorandum which I have sent today to the General ~ecretary ef the 
United “atiens through the Acting Chief of Staff ef the Truce 
Supervision Commission, Jerusalem, on the subject of the maltreatmest 
of the Arabs of Israel and the fate of the Gaza Strip. 

I shall be grateful if you will be khdd enough to transmit 
the enclosure te Her Britannic Majesty's Secretary of State for Fareign 
Affairs, and to favour me, in due course, with an acknowledgment fw ee 


receipt, 





of 


ELIAS N, KOUSSA, 


ADVOCATE, 
P,0,B, 14, 
HAIPA, 


28th February, 1957. 
fhe British Consul General, 
2 pants Street, 
Dear sir, 

I have the pleasure to enclose, herewith, a copy of the 
memorandum which I have sent today to the General secretary af the 
United Nations through the Acting Chief of Staff of the Truce 
Supervision Comiussion, Jerusalem, on the subject of the 
maltreatment of the Arabs of Israel ani the fate of the Gaza 
Strip, 

I shail be grateful if you will be kind enough to 
transmit the enclosure to Her Britannic Majesty's Secretary of 
State for Pareign Affairs, and to favour me, in due course, with 
an acknowledgment of receipt. 

Yours faithfully, 
(Sgd.) E.N, KOUSSA, 


ELIAS N, KOUSSA 
Advocate 


HAIFA 28th February, 1957, 
P.O.Be 14 


The General Secretary, 
United Nations Organization, 
New York, U.S.A. 


Dear Sir, 


In its issue of the 18th instant, the Jerusalem Post reported 
that the Sudanese Delegate had stated before the Special Political 
Committee of the United Nations that Israel was maltreating the Arab 
inhabitants, and that, thereupon, the Israeli Delegate invited him to 
visit Israel "if he was interested in establishing facts". Mr. Comay 
further alleged that "the Arab minority enjoyed the same rights as all 
Israel citizens", 


I despatched on the 19th instant, the following cable to the 
Sudanese Delegate which, I hope, has not been intercepted by the postal 
and censorship authorities of Israel :- 


“Strongly urge accept invitation visit Israel provided free 
movement and contact guaranteed aaa then policy maltreating 
ating, pauperizing and eventually liquidating Arabs ascertail 
Comay’s statement U,N.S,C,P, evasive and misleading", 


ned aaa 


Prime Minister Ben Gurion has suggested that a U,N,Commission 
should come to Israel to discuss the three problems of Gaza Strip, to 
wit, immunity from attack, the economic difficulties @ the Arab popu- 
lation and the settlement of ths refugees, I have nothing to say 
concerning the first problem for it is a debatable question whether the 
Arab States or Israel require such immunity, But I wish to say, as 
regards the remaining two problems, that it is neither just nor fair 
to entrust the Government of Israei with the welfare of the arabs of 
the Gaza Strip, For the last 8 years, the Government of Israel has 
been pursuing a policy of maltreatment, oppression and pauperization 
against the 200 thousand Arabs at present living in Israel; and for 
the last 8 years the Government has been treating them as second class 
citizens and potential fifth columists, Since the birth of the 
State, the Arabs of Israel have been the victims ¢ systematic 
usurpation of their agricultural lands, of continuous oppression and 
humiliation by the military rule, of grave restriction of their freedom 
of movement, of many harsh practices and devices obstructing their 
peaceful livelihood, and of denial of their right to due representa 
tion in government and public departments and institutions, although 
they pay all taxes, direct and indirect, in the same manner and to 
the same extent as the Jewish inhabitants of the country, Indeed, 
the Government has not yet taken any sincere measure to resettle 
thousands of displaced Arabs who were forcibly driven out from their 
villages which were subsequently demolished, in some instances, in 
flagrant violation of the judgments of the highest tribunal of the 
State itself, which directed the return of the Arabs to their homes 
and lands, By the cruel act of the Government, thousands of Arabs 
have been rendered landless and jobless, Their plight presents a 
clear indication of the "spirit of earnestness and friendship" which, 
allegedly, animates the Prime Minister to deal with the problem of the 
Arab inhabitants of Gaza Strip, One has only to visit Al-Rameh and 
Al-Jish villages where the Christian Arabs of Iarit and Kafr Bir'em 
villages live respectively in order to appreciate the amount of trust 
one can repose in the statements and assurances made and given by the 
Prime Minister, I have mentioned the above two villages by way of | 
illustration only, There are many other villages the Arab inhabitants 
-of which suffer the same misery, Let no one forget the poor Arab 
farmer, Mohamed Al-Naddaf of Jalameh in the Little Triangle, who had 
by strenuous work and persistent hard labour turned his ead measuring 

some 


2. 


some 800 dunums of fertile and highly productive land into a 
flourishing orchard of fruit trees and vines and an orange grove, 

and also constructed decent houses for the habitation of his family, 

He was driven out from his property, the fruit and orange trees as 
well as the vines were uprooted, the houses demolished and the land 
granted to Jewish immigrants in utter disregard of the decision of the 
High Court @ Justice that his expulsion from his properties was 
unlawful and that he was entitled to the restitution of his property. 
Neither the Prime Minister nor the Police made any endeavour to 

assist this helpless and defenceless Arab against the Jewish aggressors, 
Anticipating no justice or fairness from the Government of Israel he 
felt constrained to send a telegram to the Prime Minister enquiring 
whether "he was living in a State or among a gang of robbers", It 

is also to be noted that the usurpation of Arab land by the Government 
of Israel under various pretences was in direct violation of the inter- 
national obligations imposed upon the State of Israel in virtue of the 
United Nation Partition Resolution of the 29th November, 1947, and the 
Transjordan-Israel Armistice Agreement, 1949, 


Such being the conduct, behaviour and attitude of the Government 
of Israel against the Arabs of Israel, one can easily imagine the un- 
enviable fate in store for the Arabs of the Gaza Strip who allegedly 
provided the men for the Fedayeen Squads, and who stand, therefore, no 
chance for a benevolent and magnanimous treatment, 


If the Prime Minister of Israel was anxious to have a United 
Nation Commission come to this country to discuss the aforesaid 
problems, it is only fair and just that this Commission should be 
given power to enquire into the conditions of the Arabs of Israel 
to enable it to decide whether it would be wise and prudent, just 
and equitable, to make the Arabs of the Gaza Strip share the dis- 
tressing plight of their brethren who have been suffering for the 
last 8 years from the policy of oppression, humiliation and impove- 
rishment pérststently followed since the birth of the State, 


I shall be grateful if you will be kind enough to bring the 
contents of this memorandum to the attention of the member States of 
the United Nations organization, 





Yours faithfully, 
(sgd.) E.N, KOUSSA, 


v 


Copy for 541/2, BRITISH CONSULATEGHTLRAL, \ 


361/1, MATA, 
SOTA warech 6, 1957. 
Dear Chancery, 


Bere in Israel at reki'in (Al mugei’a) lives Yusuf 
Tmesein Ali Bey, a Druse, former Major in ‘he 
Prontior Fores and holder of the George Cross (impire 
het meeet + One “ his ae 9 ee aati 
Royal , Poree in Cyprus, Berge believe, 
and then is understood to have joined the staff of your 
@s a “chief clerk", The son has, I am informed 
saiject bat tg arte of Gas were sistingeiated satTioee 
t s 
gervice he is well (and favourably) known to us, and I 
shoul’ be prateful you would sone Licht on his 
behalf on the following family affair. 


2, Shortly after the ond of the Sinai campaign Yusuf hey 
in company with a mumber of other Israc] Druses was invited 
by the Isracl authorities to tour the battleficlds, The 
party clse visited the Druse contingent in camp, end yusuf 

Bey at an earlier stage expressed himself to me as delighted 
with the whole programme, As svents have subsequently proved, 
he wan however, guilty of =m indiscretion at £1 arish, where 
he was interviewed by the press and mentioned that he viewed 
with satisfactim the prospect of another son, living here in 
Isracl, joining the Iaracl Defence Forces, 


3. News of this prese interview evidently penetrated to 
Jordan, and ng information is that the Jormen authorities 
Guly approached your smbasny and claimed the right to 
tho con Kamel as I do not know 
what followed, bu l@ thet Kael is now 
back in CypruB. 


th. Yusuf an’ the rest of the family are not 


umnatural: concerned over these dev> and 

I should ag Pe ferrellg tet tnd peek of the true course 
of events, luding ‘a present address in Cyprus, 

the fscta to me are 


5e I have copied this letter to the Rubavsy at Tel Aviv 
for their information, 


Yours ever 





Original s od by: 
4.0.7. Steward 


The Chancery, 
British Eobassy, 
ALA 


BRITISH CONSULATE-GENERAL, 
é HAIPA, 


CONFIDENTIAL. February 28, 1957. 


(Dear Westlake, ) 


With further reference to my letter of February 21 to 
the Ambassador on the conscription of Druses, I now enclose 
a translation from the Arsbie of the second subversive pamphlet 
to which I referred in paragraph 9 of my letter of February 14, 
It appeared immediately after the call-up notices and was 
obviously intended as a rejoinder to them, A first batch was 
found on the outskirts of Daliyat el Karmel, and a further batch 
has since come to light outside Julis, It may therefore be 
more than a coincidence that the "sampling" process has now 
been extended to Julis, Yerka and Abu Sinan, this last being 
Sheikh Abdullah Khayr's village. There has, however, been some 
mitigation of the procedure in that the time limit for the response 
to call-up notices, which was originally five days, has now been 
extended to twenty, 


2. The attitude remains one of defiance in face of the 
threatened call-up of additional age groups to 29, and opinion 
is “hardening even on the subject of the conscription of young 
men of 18 and 19, which previously was tolerated. The broad 
argument is that, if conscription is to be applied only to the 
Druses, they should enjoy conditions of absolute equality with 
the Jews, This is demonstrably not the case; the attitude of 
the Histadrut is cited, end Isfiya's Jalameh iands (450 dunams) 
and Beit Jann's Mughr ad Durus lands (8000 dunams - my le‘ter 
of October 31 last, paragraph 2) have been taken over by the 
Isracl authorities on an indefinite tenure without compensation, 
It is even advanced that purely Arab erees are receiving better 
treatment in the matter of public utilities such as electricity, 
water, education, commmications and health, but what cannot be 
maintained is the contention that the present conscription drive 
is being carried out without any legal enactment; the High Court 
decision of april 22 1956, referred to in paragraph 2 of my 
letter of August 1) Last on Druse affairs, is surely strong 
evidence to the contrary, 


3, The most significant feature is perhaps the tendeney for 
the Israel Druse in the face of the present threatened imposi- 
tions to regard himself finally as an Arabs; on that score alone 
it is worth while to enclose in original the translation of the 
petition of February 18 from Shefa Amr, Sheikh Abdmllah Khayr 
himself, approached by Major Mehrez, Assistant to the Military 
Governor of Galilee, evidently showed himself reluctant to use 
his influence at Abu Sinan to secure local acceptance of the 
Israel authorities’ demands, but privately he recognises that 
resistance is bound in the end to collapse and that Druse girl 
soldiers may even become a reality in time. 


(Yours ever) 


Original signed by: 
¥.0.W. Steward 


P.A.G, Westlake, "sq., !!.C., 
British Embassy, 


TEL AVIV, 


The enclosed leaflet is undated, It is issued by Sultan 
Al-Atrash and Sheikhs Yehia Hinnawi, Ahmad Harbu and Ibrahim 
Al-Hajri. It addresses Arab brethren and the Sons of Maruf 
(The Druses) in occupied Palestine. 


The leaflet says :- 


At the moment when the Arab people in all their countries 
are engaged in the struggle for freedom with the colonialists 
and the Zionists and are encountering the conspiracies of the 
U.x., France and Israel for the elimination of Arab nationalism 
Jewish propaganda claims to have succeeded in spreading dissension 
amongst the Palestine Arabs and to have drawn a part of them to 
the Jewish side. It is even claimed thet the Druses have linked 
their fate to Israel's, It has been possible for Isreel to 
exploit some weak persons and traitors in her deceptive campaign. 
In so doing Israel is following in the footsteps of her colonial 
founders, particularly rrance, which colonized Syria and was all 
the time attempting to diffuse communal dissension, The Druses 
in Jebel Druze were most affected by such policy but they were 
nevertheless able to foil the colonialist's plens, They 
revolted several times and have left an honourable record in the 
history of the Arab struggle, 


In stirring up commmmnal strife and deluding the Druses 
by an alleged preferential treatment Israel aims at disparaging 
Druse prestige and at arousing the suspicion of their Arab 
brethren, Israel also aims at freezing Druse strength in order 
to annihilate the Arabs and then turn to the Druses to annihilate 
them also, She will never feel at ease while any vengeful Arab 
remains in Palestine, Those agents and hirelings in the service 
of Israel are despised by Israel herself for cooperating with 
her and for their disloyalty to the \rab cause by volunteering 
to join her forces to fight their brethren on the Palestine 
borders, The leaflet then addresses the Sons of Maruf (The 
Druses), It says that such traitors as Jaber Ad Dahesh, Saleh 
Khneifis, Labib Abu Rukun and others have damaged the name of the 
Druses, It then urges the Druses to stand side by side with 
their Arab brethren in the struggle for salvation and to take 
vengeance on those who have dishonoured them and who have 
dishonoured their dead who are killed by their Arab brethren 
when sent on serious missions of demolition behind the lines 
of the srab forces in Syria or in other Arab countries, Isracl 
is not concerned about the fate of Druses going out on such 
missions and if it happens that a few of them are killed in the 
operation she denies having any knowledge of them, She has taken 
up such an attitude in the case of Mohamad Kassem As-Sayed Ahmad, 
one of the volunteers of the Isracl forces, He was sent with 
Turki Al-Ajami, Salim Ash-Shofi and one Jew towards the end of 
November 1956 to tap the lines of conmmication of the Syrian 
Army Intelligence and he was killed by a mine explosion, His 
associates returned, Syria lodged a complaint with the Mixed 
Armistice Commission and asked the Jewish authorities to take 
over his body, Israel refused and claimed that he was not a 
Jew although he was in Israel army uniform and insignia and 
carried Israel official arms, The body was interred in Syria 
and when his relatives protested the Israel authorities claimed 
that Syria refused to hand over the body, 


This is only one instance of how Israel treats the Druses, 
The position will be totally different if the casualty is a 
’ In December 1954 Israel sent a few members of the Jewish 
forces to undertake an operation similar to that in which Mohamad 
Kassem As-Sayed took part. These Jews were taken prisoners, 
A big noise was stirred up in the Government, the press and 
Knesset; the Israel Minister of Defence resigned at ” 
eing 





2. 


being responsible for throwing away Jewish lives and, when 
one of the prisoners committed suicide, the Israel chief of 
Staff with the Staff of the Northern Command attended the 
handing over of the body at Bnot Yaacov Bridge, and the 
interment was carried out in the presence of the Chief of 
Staff and other high-ranking army personnel, 


The fate of each volunteer is the same as that of 
Mohamad Kassem As-Sayed Ahmad, The leaflet then urges the 
Druses to stop joining as volunteers, The allegation that 
the Druses in Syria are being persecuted is false and is a 
colonial plot resorted to previously by France to weaken 
Druse resistance, The Druses in Syria will always be 
inflammable material for any Arab revolt against colonialism, 
It is hoped that this attitude will serve to guide the Israel 
Druses, who are expected to take a stand compatible with the 
prestige of all Druses, gained by their struggle against 
colonialism and Zionism, thus refuting all Israel allegations 
and deceitful propaganda, 


Translation from Arabic. 


Shefa'amr 18,2,1957 
Sir, 

We the undersigned, memébers of the Druze's 
commnity, living at shefa'amr, who were called upon 
to enlist for compulsory military service, have the honour 
to apply to you on our own behalf, as well as on behalf of 
the majority of the "Sheikhs" and notables and representatives 
of the Druzes' community in Israel, in the following matter ; 
1. In view of the difficult circumstances in which we are 
found, we mst reject finally and definitely the call to 
enlist for compulsory military service, in Israel, 

2. We are “Arabs” living in Israel and it is our duty 

to abide to the civil laws whereunder we have to pay the 
different taxes put on us. But it is to remembered that 
first and fremost, we are "arabs", An arab shall not fight 
his arab brother in any circumstances and at any place, 

3. Israel is not in a vital necessity for our service 

in its army, We the Druzes can help Israel in may other 
fields in civilian life such as agricultural works, industrial 
works etc, There are many such ways which when done will 
not offend our feelings and sentiments, 

4 The Druzes of Israel must be treated in the same way as 
the other Arabs living in Israel, The persons who have 
encouraged the enlistment of the Druzes in Israel Army, 

do not represent, in truth, the Druze's commnity in this 
country. 

5. There is no necessity whatsoever that the Law of Compul- 
sory service in the army should be applied to the Druzes in 
particular, We shall fight this compulsory enlistment in 
all the ways and possibilities at our disposal, 

Therefore, we ask you, please to intervene in this 
matter and relieve us from this prejudice, We the Druzes 
have made our choice to live in peace and quietely under the 
shadow of the Government of Israel, 

With due respect 


Translation from Arabic, 


Shefa'amr 18,2,1957 
Sir, 

We the undersigned, memébers of the Druze's 
commnity, living at shefa'amr, who were called upon 
to enlist for compulsory military service, have the honour 
to apply to you on our own behalf, as well as on behalf of 
the majority of the "Sheikhs" and notables and representatives 
of the Druzes' commmnity in Israel, in the following matter ; 
1, In view of the difficult circumstances in which we are 
found, we must reject finally and definitely the call to 
enlist for compulsory military service, in Israel, 

2. We are "Arabs" living in Israel and it is our duty 

to abide to the civil laws whereunder we have to pay the 
different taxes put onus, But it is to remembered that 
first and fremost, we are "arabs". An arab shall not fight 
his areb brother in any circumstances and at any place, 

3. Israel is not in a vital necessity for our service 

in its army, We the Druzes can help Israel in may other 
fields in civilian life such as agricultural works, industrial 
works etc, There are many such ways which when done will 
not offend our feelings and sentiments, 

4. The Druzes of Israel must be treated in the same way as 
the other Arabs living in Israel, The persons who have 
encouraged the enlistment of the Druzes: in Israel army, 

do not represent, in truth, the Druze's community in this 
country, 

5. There is no necessity whatsoever that the Law of Compul- 
sory service in the army should be applied to the Druzes in 
particular, We shall fight this compulsory enlistment in 
all the ways and possibilities at our disposal, 

Therefore, we ask you, please to intervene in this 
matter and relieve us from this prejudice, we the Druzes 
have made our choice to live in peace and quietely under the 
shadow of the Government of Israel, 

With due respect 
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BRITIS!! CONSULATH=GENRAL, 


/ . 61. HAIPA, 
\ 4 QONFIDENTIAL. February 21, 1957. 


My dear Ambassador, 


A curious aberration has crept into 
paragraph 1 of my letter of February 1) 
on the local Arab labour problem, The 
proportion normally obtaining at the Refinery 
between Jews and Minorities (a more accurate 
designation than just "Arabs") is roughly 7 to 1, 
not to 1, and to that extent my text needs 
améndment,. 


Yours sincerely 


(Sed. ) Nigel Steward, 


His Excellency, 
Sir John Nicholls, K,C.M,G., O.B.E., 
British Eabassy, 


TRL_AVIV. 


tro tor syeras, BRITISH C , 


36/1, HAITA, 
COMPID INTIAL. Pebruary 21, 1957. 


My dear Ambassador, 


With further reference to my letter of February 14 on 
Druse affairs and more especially to its paragraphs 6, 7 and 
&, the deputation of Drases from Isfiya who called also at 
the United states Consulate on rebruary 11 were received there 
with more ceremony as cy American colleagues knew some members 
of the party personally and have in general close ties with the 
Isfiya comamity, This probably exnlains why Cowles, the 
Consul, was approached by "Yediot Achronot" for his version of 
events; he folt constrainod te satisfy this newspaper, but the 
resultant afticle was deleted by the censor, 


2. I a now credibly informed that the Israel authorities 
in theiy “sampling” process aimed at enforcing conscriptia 
approached six lecalities only; Isfiya, Daliyat el Karmel, 
Shefa Anr, Maghar, Rama and Beit Jam, and that the proposed 
age licit for conscription for Druses has been fixed 
uniformly at 29, There is widespread dissatisfaction among 
the Druses whe fall within the revised age group and their 
present attitude is one of defiance, while the elders of the 
commnity reserve nt for the moment, The existing 
liability to snseription of young men of 18 and 19 geems to 
be accepted, but any extension of conscription is strongly 
opposed. The feeling persists that in the matter of cons— 
eription the small Druse minority is being wfeirly e Sym) 
that the conscript's conditions of service are meagre (a si: ec 
man receives IL7 monthly as a conscript but not less than 
IL50 as 2 volunteer), and that the privileges accruing to the 
Druses in return for such services to the State are inadequate, 
I have the impression nevertheless that Druses do enjoy a 
favoured position in the matter of military permits possibly 
of access roads, and it has to be remembered that, 4¢ the Druse 
workers at the Refinery were in the early days of the 


excludcd on sceurity grounds, the ban was also speedily le 
3, The Druse is unquestionably in a difficult itien in 
thia country, Yusuf Bey, the former officer of Tras, 


jordan Frontier Force who holds the ceorge Cross, was invited 
the Israel authorities with a number of other Druses to ‘tour 
battlefields shortly after the end of the Sinai campaign. 
The party visited the Druse contingent 4n camp, and Yusuf 


apparently ¥é x from 
po as Bae He pales ot td Peceived the 
? ie I believe, to seek my assistance 
Yours sincerely 
(se4,) Nigel steward, 


His beagege f 
Sir John Nicholls, K,C.M.G., 0.BsE., 
British mbasay, 


BRITISH CONSULATE GENERAL, 
eo *e. 


HAIFA, 
CONFIDENTIAL. February 14, 1957. 


My dear Ambassador, 


In paragraph 4 of my letter of October 31 last and again 
in paragraph 4 of my letter of November 28, letters wferring to 
my visits to Beit Jann and Julis respectively, I referred to 
the pamphlets dropped by infiltrators and purporting to emanate 
from Sultan Pasha Fl-Atrash, secular chief of the Druses in 


Syria. 


2. I have now obtained the original text of these pamphlets 
and, translated from the Arabic, the talk broadcast by Damascus 
Radio in the evening of August 28 last makes in my opinion rather 
disappointing reading. 


3. Five questions were put to Sultan Pasha Fl-Atrash, relating 
to the following topics :- 


a) Reactions of "colonialism" to the nationalisation of the 
Suez Canal; 


b) Participation of"Western colonialism" in the creation and 
support of the State of Israel; 


c) Chances of success for "colonialism", Zionism and 
Israel in impeding Arab unity; 


d) Jewish agitation among Israel Arabs; 
e) Jewish attempts to conseript Israel arabs, 


and finally he was invited to send a message to 
"the Arab brethren in occupied Palestine". 


4. It will suffice, I think, to summarise the replies :- 


a) "Colonialism" is fading away in the face of the arabs' 
rapid moves in the direction of independence and unity. 
By supporting reactionary elements, by assisting Israel 
and by resorting to pressure and interference it 
endeavours to retain its influence, The "noise and 
threats" following the nationalisation of the Suez Canal 
were intended to confuse the atmosphere and to pave the 
way for the use of force, These have been countered by 
strikes and denonstrations and "a general popular cautious- 
ness foretelling prosperity and success", 


b) The purpose of Western "colonialism" in the creation and 
support of Israel is threefold : to utilise Israel as a 
base for exploitation of the arabs and conspiracy against 
thems to cause the Arabs to be diverted from the struggle 
against "colonialism" by their opposition to Israel, and 
to create dissension in the Arab world itself. 


ec) "Colonialism", Zionism and Isracl are impotent to prevent 
Arab unity because the feeling for unity among the arabs 
is intensifying all the time, "The free and bold Arab 
policy of Egypt, Syria and Jordan and the bloody revolu- 
tions in Algeria, Bahrain, Kuweit and Aden give a great 
lesson to the colonialista and prove to the world that 
the Arabs are determined to realise their freedom and 
unity." 
a) The 
His Excellency /4) 
sir John Nicholls, K.0.u.G., 0.3.5., 
British Embassy, 


TEL AVIV, 


2. 


a) The Jews in “occupied Palestine" stir up communal 
differences and sow suspicion and dissension for 
their own ends, They claim that the Druses have a 
special standing in Israel and that their brother 
Arabs hate them and deprive them of their rights, 
but there is no need to prove that the Druses are 
Arab by origin and tradition and have shown it in 
their struggle against Turkish and Western "colonialism" 
and against Zionism, The few delinquent arabs represent 
only their personal interests; the majority should be 
careful of the danger of propaganda, 


e) Israel Arabs are pressed to volunteer in the "army of 
aggression"; force and threats, promises and deceit 
are used in turn, but Arab pride and zeal will 
assuredly inspire our brethren in Israel to reject 
such orders when the Arabs decide to recover Palestine, 
“a few courageous and faithful Arab youths" have indeed 
already started to revolt against their conscription 
in the Israel forces, 


f) "We" would like to assure our Arab brethren in Palestine, 
subjected as they are to various forms of pressure, 
restrictions and propaganda, that the strength of their 
Kinsmen in the Arab countries is growing very rapidly, 
The build-up of their military strength coupled with 
the realisation of freedom and unity will naturally 
result in the liberation of Palestine, Palestine arabs 
should therefore guard against all propaganda and conspi- 
racies and, united, prepare for the coming day of ven- 
geance, 


5. If these statements are authentic at all, it seems somewhat 
doubtful that they could represent the true opinions of this 

Druse leader in Syria, who only a few years ago had to take 

refuge in Jordan from the attentions of the Shishakly Government, 
Only surely under considerable pressure could he have lent himself 
to this device for stirring up Arab and Druse feeling in Israel, 

It is significant to note that on the subject of conscription in 
Israel, to which at present only Druses among non-Jews are 
subjected the text reveals no specific mention of Druses at all, 
However, it clearly did notindicate "indifference" on the cons- 
eription issue in general, as the men of Julis pointed out, 

and indeed “advice against compliance", which was Beit Jann's 
interpretation, seems a mild term, Specific reference to the 
Druses in Israel is reserved to my 4(d), and the sentiments there 
expressed must hav= been wholly to the Syrian taste, All in 

all it appears m.re than probable that the radio interview at 
Damascus was clumsily doctored several months later for propaganda 
purposes abroad, although it has to be recognised that the Druse 
of Syria and the Lebanon is prone to admit his Arab kinship while 
the Druse of Israel will obstinately disclaim it. 


6, On the morning of February 11 a deputation of Druse youths 
called at this Consulate-General to leave a petition for yourself 
on the subject of conscription, to which they were not encouraged 
to expect a reply. It is dated the same day and is signed by 
thirty-nine Druses from Isfiya, none of whom was Imown to me, 
This same deputation called alse at the United States Consulate 
here, and a further copy of the petition was destined for the 
Soviet Embassy at Tel Aviv. I enclose for your information a 
summary of the petition as translated from the original Arabic, 


Te I had been informed a week ago that there had been fresh 
moves by the Isreel authorities in the matter of the conscription 
of the Druses in Israel, The first stirrings of this issue 
were apparent in February of last year, and in April Sheikh 
Abdullah Khayr told me that the Druse community had been 


/"“completely 


3. 


"completely upset" by the new development, although at that 
stage only youths of 18 and 19 years of age were held liable 
to service, By August, however, he was claiming from his 
experience at Abu Sinan that the attempt had been frustrated, 
but it seems that feeling on this issue varied considerably 
from one locality to another and that the young men of Beit 
Jann and Julis displayed a much better spirit over the call-up. 


8, The Israel authorities have now, it appears, returned to 
the charge, Evidently they are genet se they have approached 
certain localities only, and each locality has been subjected 
to different treatment. At Daliyat el Karmel, for example, 
liability to conscription was declared to extend to the age of 
48 inclusive, as in the case of the Isracli proper; at Rama 
the age limit was fixed at 29, while at Maghar the announced 
age limits seem to have been completely arbitrary, Feeling 
has so far been most marked at Isfiya, but reliable informa- 
tion is still awaited about the proceedings there, That the 
Israel authorities have acted this time with the minimum 
finesse is clear from their approach te potential Druse girl 
soldiers, At Daliyat el Karmel they apparently tackled this 
delicate matter (paragraph 3 of my letter of April 13 last 
refers) by sending letters of summons for medical inspection 
direct to the girls and in view of the resultant outery were 
compelled to withdraw them, At Isfiya similar letters were 
eirculated by the Israel authorities but were discreetly 
withheld by the mukhtars of the village, The "spurious 
Druse leaders" are still considered to be such members of the 
Knesset (paragraph 5 of my letter of April 13 last) as Sheikh 
Jaber Wa‘'adi and Saleh Khneifis, Since the demonstrators 

7 of February 11 are said to have torn up their call-up notices 
Yibieh Alvonb oppoaud in the presence of an officer*at the Military Headquarters 
4 US Cth Joo Hae for the Minorities in Haifa more is likely to be heard of the 


ig tale incident. 


He inth erhile 4 9. I hear incidentally that another subversive pamphlet 
ods 4 Que! from across the Syrian berder is circulating in Israel, It 
Net again purports to emanate from Sultan Pasha El-Atrash, 
cafe supported by the three leading spiritual chiefs of the Druses 
in syria, who together form their religious Court of Appeal, 


Yours sincerely 


PBL Gf, Britmnang, 


Nala Conp, i (Sgd.) Nigel Steward, 


Petition dated February 11 by 39 Druses of Isfiya vill 
to the British Ambassador with copies to the United States 


Se 


The signatories of the petition say that they received 
from the Recruiting Office, Haifa, notices of conscription 
and that, as the Druses form @ small minority in Israel, they 
protest against such illegal measures, which do not originate 
from the State Executive Council (sic) i,e, the Knesset but 
from a few Druse leaders imposed by the Government in spite 
of the Druse community's opposition, They add that they 
protested ten months ago against these unjust measures. 

Their protests were sent to the President, the Prime Minister's 
Office, the Ministry of Defence, the Ministry of Police and 
the Foreign Affairs and Security Committee, A copy of the 
protest was also sent to each division (sic) of the Knesset, 
The Government havenot heeded these protests, and the police 
were in pursuit of the young men at night and arrested them 
till they compelled some to sign on, Others signed under 
threats or through the use of other means, 


Democracy resents the slave trade in any country 
including Israel, The Government with the spurious Druse 
leaders are trafficking in free men and breadwinners, Such 
rule ip unbearable and democracy is ashamed of these unjust 
measures, The signatories therefore ask the Embassy to 
transmit their demands to the United Nations for discussion 
and decision; otherwise they will be compelled to ask to 
migrate to any country in the world in a legal manner, 


Copy for 541/2, BRITISH CONSULATE-GENERAL, 
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HAIFA, 
CONFIDNITIAL. February 14, 1957. 


My dear Ambassador, 


With further reference to my letter of Jamary 17, the 

present position of the Arab labour problem at the Refinery 
is that of the hard core of thirteen outstanding one was found 
to have been included in error and was quickly reinstated and 
@ second somehow filtered back to the satisfaction cf the 
management, leaving a final balance of eleven. I understand 
that some form of retrospective emergency legislation is now 
being prepared which will enable the Israel authorities to 
Gischarge these eleven Arabs along with the eleven recognised 
Commnists, all Jews, whose dismissal has been pending for so 
long. The delicate balance thus achieved (which of course in 
no way represents the rough 3 = 4 proportion normally obtain- 

between Jews and Arabs emp. eet thought likely to 
gila the pill for the Israel public and more especially for 
Histadrut cireles, possible censure by whom of the unilateral 
discharge of eleven Jews was evidently greatly to be avoided. 


2. It is believed that the, Israel authorities have some 
colourable justification for removing the eleven Arab employees, 
They are none of them Commnists, but some may be fellow- 
travellers; others may have taken an active part in the Arab 
riots of 1936-39 or in the Refinery "massacre" of 1947 or in 
the events of 19489, and others again may have been indiscreet 
of late in praise of Nasser, On the other hand, five of them 
have more than ten years’ service each to their credit. There 
are also said to be four different religions among them, and 
the heads of religious communities who on December 8 last 
addressed to the Prime Minister a comprehensive memorandum on 
the threat to Arab employees may yet feel that the last word 
has not been said, more especially as ijajor Caspi, the local 
Military Security officer, has made it quite clear to Cox 
that Arab labour recruited by contractors for periodical grimy 
jobs at the Refinery which Jews decline to undertake will under 
no circunstances be permitted to enter the plant in future. 

It is also understood that there may be second thoughts about 
certain of the Arabs who have already been reinstated, 


3. ‘The discharge of Arab workers from the Iraq Petroleum 
Company was the subject of adverse comment by "Al-Ittihad", the 
Haifa Communist newspaper, of January 29, By a coincidence 
there were also eleven employees left at this plant for final 
screening, but in their case this unenviable distinction seems 
to have been purely fortuitous and it is understood that there 
is no major objection to any of them on grounds of security, 

It has, however, been decided by the Israel authorities that 

no Arab is in future to be permitted to work in the 011 Dock 

and, as there is already a tendency, frowned on by these same 

authorities, for certain other sections of the I,.P,c, plant 

to show a majority of Arabs over Jews, the management, not 

altogether reluctantly be it said, concluded that these 

remaining workers were better discharged, with the approval 

of the Histadrut, and they were speedily out of I,P.C, employ. 

I am assured by Ward that the eleven, among whom is at least one 

woman cleaner, are of a type to have fair prospects of obtaining 

employment elsewhere, In any case “Al-Ittihad" is of course 

wholly out of order in attributing to the company ese 
lame 


His Excellency, 
Bir John Nicholls, K,C.M.G,, O.BeEe, 
British Embassy, 


ZEL_ AVIV, 


2. 


blame for the suspension of Arab employees at the outset of the 
Sinai campaign, 


4, Copy of letters tios,314 and 315 of February 13 from Cox 
rt his — office is with his consent also enclosed for your 
‘ormation. 


Yours sincerely 


{sgd,) Nigel steward, 
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BRITISH CONSULATE-GENERAL 
5421/2. 4 


a HAIFA, 
QONFIDENTIAL, February 5, 1957. 


(Dear Westlake, ) 


I recently obtained fron a gusene ty 
reliable source details of the Military 
Governor's organisation in Galilee, 


I have drawn up these particulars in 


tabulated form,and I enclose a copy for such 
interest as it may have, : 


(Yours ever) 


Original signed by ¢ 
N.0.W. Steward 


P.A.G, Westlake, Esq., M.C., 
British Embassy, 
TEL _AVIV 


MILITARY GOVERNOR, GALILEE. 
Organisation, 


HQ, Nazareth, 


Colonel Y, Verbin, Military Governor, 
Major Mehrez, Assistant, 





Western Galilee Emek Hakramim Bastern Galilee Nazareth only Shefa Amr area 
(Tarshiha and (Majd al Kurum, (Magher, Kafr Kanna. 
Kafr Yasif) ‘Rama, Jish) . Taran) cs 
z: : “Se Sd 
Dov ere aa Major Elzon Captain Akiva Captain Khadouri: Major Katz 
in 
civ: 


clothes) 


SUI/2 
Coyny For BRITISH CONSULATE-GHN RAL, 
36/1. 7 
rs HAIFA. 
Confidential, January 17, 1957. 


uy dear Ambassador, 


with further reference to my letter of January 
10, another twenty-two Arabs of the Refinery staff 
have been reinstated, leaving tie fate of thirteen 
still in doubt. Similarly a further number of 
Arab employees of the Iraq Petroleum Company have 
been allowed to return to work, although the oil 
Dock is still a forbidden zone, and the future of 
some ten only remains uncertain in this concern, 
Those Arabs who are still debarred from work may be 
regarded as a hard core, and their disposal may 
teke sone time, Meanwhile the dismissal of the 
@leven acknowledge: Commnists from the Refinery 
staff continues to hang fire; the Refinery itself 
is in no hurry to take action, and the authorities 
geen to be hesitant to issue the necessary order, 


F understand thet the dismissals to which I referred 
in Loge tee 2 of my letter of December 21 all took 
place at fel Aviv. 


Yours sincerely 


(Sgd.) Nigel steward, 


Wie Excellency, 
John Nicholls, K.C.u.c., 0.3. 
British "nbassy, E ed 
ELL AVIV. 


2. 


5) to display sympathy with the relatives of the 
” victims. 


5. among the eye ere sheikh Taberi, the 
Sharia fee wehinendrite simon of the Orthodox 
Sago ae heverent R. Perah (Areb Anglican), the Imam 
of mo Mosque at Acre, Jabbour Jebbour tiayor of 
shefa amr), Henna Nekcare = (Goramiat) Khaleda An Allah 

(Chairman of lasareth Cconcreas) Khesen and 

Roulus Boulus (Consulato-cenered. Letter to Chancery of 
September 14, 1955) and soulos Farah (my lette: of 
Noverber 23 ent, paregraph 5). A beg and not all 
very reputodle. 


in the tt the day of token strike anc mourning 
was fue ee pare ’ In the Triangle, however, there 


was foo with ay aut -orities, and mite de 3 were 
banished fox one month to the entiay and exclusively Druse 
fastness of Neit Jam in Celilee, All wont quietly at 
ore wheres shops wore chut and mourning prayers were 
hold, bw’ ~% the .ildtary Governor bamed the proposed proceseion 





rey . 
3561/1. Gong fer sai BRITISH CONSULATE-GENERAL, 
HAIFA, 
January 17, 1957. 





My cear Ambessador, 


With further reference to my letter of Decexber 13 on 
Kafr Kassem, I know that you received direct a copy of 
ww, g.N. Koussa's letter of December 12 to the Prime 
Minister of Israel, and I have since obtained « copy myself, 


2. wr. Koussa's insinuation in his paragraph 5 thet 
"this butchery was planed at the highest level”, based 
in part no doubt on "the wireless comamication between 
the Prontier Force unit and its headquarters", is a 
characteristically bold statement, but cions of a 
deliberate policy of ‘intimidation (my letter of loveuber 
aly paragraph 4) die hard, end even Archbishop Heldim is 
no altogether to discard that theory, remarking 

that, if there is any substance in it, it was unfor- 

tunate that the campaign ended so mich earlier than the 
Israel authorities could possibly have calculated, At 
the samo time he urges moderation on Koussa and characterises 
the prime Minister's public apolocy of December 12 as both 
dignified and courageous, while Koussa himself dismisses it 
as a “vague statement", He thinks that Koussa would like 
to become a martyr himself. 


3. On December 27 mr, Koussa swmoned « meeting at his 
house, and the resultant memorandum, signed by thirty-three 
personalities in the Arab world, called on the Israel 
Governzont 


4) to convene a fully representative parliamentary 
committee to investigate the circwastences and 
the causes, direct and indirect, of Kafr Kassem; 


2) to try the alleged culprits in public; 


me 3) to pay compensation to the relatives of the 
* @eceased and to the wounded in accordunce with 
civil court procedure; 


4) to take effective measures to prevent any 
recurrence; 


5. to eliminate the policy of racial discrimination 
(a. Ben Gurion himself, in his apology of 
Decerber 12, described the Arabs an "citizens with 
fundamentally equel rights"). 

4. The foregoing declaration then calls on all arab 
citizens to observe Jenuary 6, the Gate appointed for the 
trial, as a day of token strike and of mourning, intended 

1) to support the demands made of the Government; 

2) to express indignation over the incident; 


3) to serve as a protest against the Government's 
discriminatory policy; 


4) to register no confidence in trials held in camera 
by itary courts; 


75) to 





ii EBxeellency, 
sir John Nicholls, x. 
British lmbassy, 
Tah AViy. 


Me Gey OeeBey 


